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President Serge Sargsian addresses the leaders of over 50 political parties, as Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian looks on. He made a case for an agreement on bilateral relations negotiated with Turkey.
Photo: Hayk Badalyan/Photolure.

President consults political
parties on Turkey relations
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Sen. Menendez to receive ANCA-Eastern Region

Freedom Award

The Armenian National Commit-
tee of America Eastern Region will
honor United States Senator Rob-
ert Menendez with its Freedom
Award at the Third Annual ANCA

Eastern Region Banquet hosted by
the Armenian Cultural Association
of America on Saturday, October 3,
2009 at Espace in New York City.
See story on page 9]

Commentary

Taner Ak¢am: The decision will be made by

politicians, not historians

In an interview with Turkey’s Taraf
daily, Professor Taner Akcam dis-
cusses the agreement initialed by
Armenia and Turkey on the nor-
malization of bilateral relations.

He rejects the notion that a com-
mission could determine whether
the events of 1915 constituted
genocide - a matter that is settled.

See story on page 23]

Community

Little hearts: Two Armenian-Americans create
documentary about child protection in Armenia

Two high-school students from Con-
necticut went to Armenia to volun-
teer at the Child Protection Center,

and make a documentary about it.
They look back at the experience.
See story on page 18]

Community

Hakob
Hakobyan’s
Spring Day.

Armenian Radio N.J. and Hovnanian School

sponsor “Art in Fall”

The Armenian Radio Hour of N.J.
and the Hovnanian School are plan-
ning an art exhibit, “Art in Fall,” for
Saturday, October 17, at the Hovna-
nian School Auditorium. The works

of well-known artists - Hakob
Hakobyan, Vagharshag Elibekian,
Robert Elibekian, and Arek Elibeki-
an — will be on display for sale..

See story on page 7]

International

Founder Yervant Zorian discusses the launch of
AGBU’s Armenian Virtual College

The AGBU Armenian Virtual College
(avc) went online earlier this year
for a summer trial session that at-
tracted hundreds of eager students
from every corner of the world. avc

founder Yervant Zorian speaks
about what the trial session showed
and about his vision for the college.

See story on page 19%]

Exhibition of rare Armenian postcards opens in

Yerevan

An exhibition titled, “My Dear
Brother, Armenians in Turkey 100
Years Ago,” opened on September
15 at the Moscow Theater in Yere-
van. Through the initiative of the
Civilitas Foundation and Turkish
historian Osman Koker’s pub-
lishing house Birzamanlar, this

exhibition, which was brought
to Armenia from Istanbul, rep-
resents the substantial presence
of Armenians in dozens of cities
and villages within the Ottoman
Empire.

See story on page 16 %]
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The leaders of
over 50 political
parties convened
to hear President
Serge Sargsian
make his case for
an agreement

on bilateral
relations
negotiated with
Turkey. Photo:
Hayk Badalyan/
Photolure.

President consults political
parties on Turkey relations

But protocols “aren’t
subject to change”

From the
opposition, only ARF
participates

by Tatul Hakobyan

YEREVAN - As members of the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Federation
continued a hunger strike in front
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and a sit-in in front of the govern-
ment building to protest the con-
cessions agreed to by the Armenian
government in exchange for an end

to the Turkish blockade of Arme-
nia, President Serge Sargsian on
September 17 invited the leaders of
dozens of political parties to dis-
cuss the latest developments in Ar-
menia-Turkey relations.

“By inviting Turkey’s president to
Armenia [in 2008] and initiating this
whole process, I intended to open
a window of possibility to normal-
ize relations between Armenia and
Turkey and to demonstrate that a
people who have suffered genocide
— the Armenian nation . . . in reality
has enough power to be the first to
extend a hand,” Mr. Sargsian said.

Earlier, Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian had emphasized that it
was not possible to make any chang-
esoramendments to the agreements
that had been negotiated, and that
they would be signed as is.

“It is not possible to imagine
that the parliament of any coun-
try conducts negotiations and
makes changes based on the pro-
posals presented by members of
parliament,” Mr. Nalbandian said
from the podium of the National
Assembly in response to a ques-
tion addressed to him by the ARF’s
Vahan Hovhannesian. “If that
were the case, then no negotia-
tion process would have a conclu-
sion, and we would not achieve
anything. The protocols have been
presented for public study, discus-
sion. Members of parliament will
have the opportunity to express
their opinions during the discus-
sions for ratification, and if the
majority of the parliament agrees

Continued on page 20 £]

IMF sees renewed growth in Armenia

by Emil Danielyan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) - The Inter-
national Monetary Fund remains
satisfied with the Armenian au-
thorities’ response to the global
economic downturn and expects
Armenia’s economy to resume its
growth next year, a senior IMF of-
ficial said on September 16.

Mark Lewis, head of a visiting
IMF mission, said that the economy
would significantly benefit from a
possible reopening of the Turkish-
Armenian border. He argued that
an open frontier with Turkey would
open a new and lucrative market
to Armenian exporters, reduce the
cost of imports to the landlocked
South Caucasus state, and foster-
ing regional economic integration.

“So, in sum, we would see higher
growth, higher exports and invest-
ment, and improved standards of
living of the Armenian population,”
Mr. Lewis told a news conference
in Yerevan.

The mission headed by him spent
the past two weeks meeting top
Armenian government and Central
Bank officials to discuss their anti-
crisis measures, which are support-
edbyanIMFloanapproved in March.
The fund raised the total amount of
the standby arrangement by more
than half, to $823 million, in June,
citing the sharper-than-anticipated
impact of the global recession on

Mark Lewis, head
of a visiting

IMF mission.
Photo: Tigran
Tadevosyan/
Photolure.

the country. About $158 million of
the extra funding was immediately
made available to the Armenian au-
thorities.

Mr. Lewis indicated that his talks
in Yerevan paved the way for the
disbursement next month of an-

other installment of the loan worth
about $60 million. He praised the
authorities for their “very good
performance” in taking steps that
the IMF believes are necessary for

Continued on page 3 ]
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by Emil Sanamyan

Armenian-American
groups split on Turkey

protocols

The protocols on the establish-
ments of bilateral relations and
diplomatic relations that Armenia
and Turkey are expected to sign on
October 13 continue to be debated
by Armenian-Americans.

The traditional political parties
- the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation (Dashnaks), the Social
Democratic Hunchakian Party, and
the Armenian Democratic Liberal
Party (Ramkavars) — have opposed
the initiative, while the Armenian
Assembly of America (AAA) and
the Armenian General Benevolent
Union (AGBU) have issued condi-
tional endorsements.

In a September g letter addressed
to President Barack Obama, lead-
ers of the AAA and AGBU and the
primates of the Eastern and West-
ern Dioceses of the Armenian
Church referred to the protocols
and said they “look[ed] forward to
a positive outcome” and the nor-
malization of relations.

At the same time, they expressed
concern with Turkey’s efforts to
link talks with Armenia to the Kara-
bakh peace process and warned
that “if this normalization process
is used as a smokescreen for not re-
affirming the Armenian Genocide
and the U.S. record, it will be a blow
to the rapprochement process.”

Meanwhile, in Southern California,
the protocols’ opponents have orga-
nized a series of public protests and
public meetings to denounce the deal
as compromising Armenian interests.
Much of the criticism has focused on
the impact the protocols would have
on efforts to win international con-
demnation of the Armenian Geno-
cide and address its consequences.

Washington briefing

In Washington, the Armenian
National Committee of America
(anca) will organize two town hall-
style meetings to discuss the proto-
cols on September 24 and 26.

U.S. scraps European
missile defense plan,
launches fresh Iran
diplomacy

The Obama administration decided
to cancel the former president’s
plan to place missile interceptors
and radars in Poland and the Czech
Republic, officials were quoted as
saying on September 17.

The Bush administration had said
it wanted the new military installa-
tions to counter a potential missile
threat from Iran. But the plan was
strongly opposed by Russian lead-
ers, who saw it as undermining their
country’s nuclear weapons deterrent.

The decision this week to scrap
the plan was welcomed by Russia

Tigran Sarkisian speaking on Sept. 16. Photo: Armenian government.

Russia’s
President Dmitry
Medvedev

as well as several European officials.
Russia’s President Dmitry Medve-
dev called the decision a “respon-
sible approach” and said he looked
forward to dialogue with the Unit-
ed States during meetings at the
United Nations next week.

Also next week, President
Obama will become the first
American president to chair a
United Nations Security Coun-
cil session. According to Politico
newspaper, the United States will
introduce a new resolution that
would make the pursuit of peace-
ful nuclear energy contingent on
countries’ not being in violation
of the nuclear nonproliferation
treaty. Commentators see the
initiative as aimed at building an
international consensus against
Iran’s nuclear program.

The resolution would also include
a pledge by nuclear-armed coun-
tries not to use nuclear weapons
against countries that don’t have
such weapons.

Officials from the five perma-
nent Security Council member
states (which include Russia) plus
Germany are due to hold talks with
Iran on October 1.

Turkey seeks upgraded
missile defense shield

The Turkish government is con-
sidering proposals on ways to

improve its missile defense capa-
bilities, including a potential $7.8
billion deal with U.S. companies,
news media reported.

On September 11, the Obama
administration notified Congress
of the possible sale, involving Ray-
theon and Lockheed Martin, two
of the largest U.S. weapons’ manu-
facturers, which have also long lob-
bied for Turkish interests in the
United States.

Reacting to the U.S. announce-
ment, the Turkish Defense Minis-
try noted that as part of a request
for proposals unveiled last April,
Ankara was considering offers
from the United States, Russia, and
China for the purchase of missile
defense systems, with no final deci-
sions yet made.

According to Zaman, Turkey’s

defense budget amounted to $11
billion in 2008, but the country’s
weapons acquisition is believed to
be covered from non-budget sourc-
es that are not fully disclosed. In
recent years, Turkey has increas-
ingly been buying weapons from
non-U.S. sources.

If it goes through, the deal would
become part of a U.S. effort to de-
ter Iran by establishing what U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
described last July as a “defense
umbrella® for America’s Middle
East allies.

Iran already has the capability to
launch missiles at any part of Tur-
key’s territory.

Coming up: Armenia’s
Prime Minister to visit
U.S.

A visit of Prime Minister Tigran
Sarkisian to the United States is
in the works, Armenia’s Ministry of
Economy revealed in a statement
on September 11.

Specific dates for the visit
have not yet been made pub-
lic, but Mr. Sarkisian’s visit
last year was timed to coincide
with board meetings of the
World Bank and International
Monetary Fund that are held
in Washington every year. This
year’s meetings are planned on
October 6 and 7.

The visit is also likely to include
the regular meeting of the bilateral
U.S.-Armenia Task Force on eco-
nomic issues.

Internship opportunity

The Armenian Reporter’s Washing-
ton office is taking interns. Send
a statement of interest, a cv, and
a 1,000-word writing sample to
emil.sanamyane@reporter.am. 2%

U.S.-made
Patriot missile
defense systems
used by the
German military.
The U.S. seeks

to sell similar
systems to
Turkey. Photo:
Wikipedia.

Armenian-American seeks Virginia congressional seat

Charles Diradour
challenges No. 2
House Republican
Eric Cantor

WASHINGTON - Charles Dira-
dour, a Richmond real estate de-
veloper, will challenge incumbent
Rep. Eric Cantor (R.-Va.) in the
2010 congressional elections, Mr.
Diradour’s campaign reported on
September 15.

A third-generation Richmond
resident, Mr. Diradour has been ac-
tive in the local Armenian commu-
nity and the city’s politics. But local
media reports suggest he will have

a challenging run against a promi-
nent incumbent in a district that
has historically favored Republican
candidates.

Last year, Rep. Cantor was elected
Republican Whip in the House of
Representatives, the number-two
position in the GOP congressional
hierarchy just below minority leader.

In office since 2001, Mr. Cantor
is a member of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues. He
has co-sponsored resolutions on
the Armenian Genocide, with the
exception of the 2007 resolution,
which was blocked by the Repub-
lican administration and congres-
sional leadership.

Prior to his election to Congress
and while a member of Virginia

General Assembly, Mr. Cantor
helped win recognition of the Ar-
menian Genocide by the state. In
April 2002 he was selected to chair
the Genocide commemorative
event in Virginia.

Mr. Diradour is the fourth Arme-
nian-American known to have an-
nounced a 2010 campaign.

Natalie (Manoogian) Mosher
and David Krikorian are also seek-
ing the Democratic Party’s nomina-
tion in House races in Michigan and
Ohio, respectively. And Republican
Danny Tarkanian is challenging
Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid, a Democrat, in Nevada. £

connect:
www.charlieforthe7th.com

Charles Diradour.
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David Krikorian is banking on the people

Says he’s
“underwhelmed”
with Armenian-
American support so
far

by Emil Sanamyan

WASHINGTON - David Krikorian,
who ran a strong third-party/inde-
pendent campaign in Ohio’s 2nd
congressional district in 2008, is
now seeking the Democratic Party’s
nomination for the 2010 elections.
Building on about 60,000 votes
he received in 2008, Mr. Krikorian
would need to more than double
that support base to win in 2010.
Mr. Krikorian is also involved in
a legal battle with the incumbent
Republican representative., Jean
Schmidt. Ms. Schmidt filed a
complaint with the Ohio Elections
Commission, claiming that Mr.
Krikorian knowingly made false
statements when he said during the
2008 campaign that Ms. Schmidt
took money from the Turkish gov-
ernment. Ms. Schmidt opposes the
Armenian-American agenda and
has received strong support from
Turkish-American groups. After its
initial hearing on September 3, the
Elections Commission is set to re-
sume proceedings on October 1.
Mr. Krikorian spoke with our
Washington Editor Emil Sanamy-
an by phone on August 27 about
the complaint and the campaign.

The Genocide complaint

Armenian Reporter: From the polit-
ical perspective, what is the purpose

of Rep. Schmidt’s complaint against
you? It almost seems counterin-
tuitive that an incumbent would do

something that brings all this added

attention to her challenger.

David Krikorian: I think she
vastly underestimated me and if
she had to do this all over again,
she never would have done it.

And you have to remember who
is really pulling the strings. Do you
think Jean Schmidt just thought of
this one day? Or do you think it
was the Turkish lobby that came to
her and said, Hey, let’s do this!?

When you look at the pattern of
what [attorney] Bruce Fein, the
Turkish Coalition, and Turkish
American Legal Defense Fund are
doing across the country [launch-
ing legal challenges intended to
undermine Armenian Genocide af-
firmation], it fits that pattern.

To think that [Rep. Schmidt]
hatched this plan by herself in my
opinion is not accurate. She is just
not the brightest bulb on the tree.

And the Turks of course could
care less about [Rep. Schmidt]; they
are thinking about furthering their
agenda in the United States and she
is a willing tool for them to use.

AR: And the objective of these

David Krikorian holding the video record of Sibel Edmonds’ deposition. Photo:

Armenian Reporter.

legal challenges, you believe, is to
intimidate those engaged in the
discussion of the Armenian Geno-
cide on the political level?

DK: Of course, as I am sure you
are well aware. Everyone used to
say, Oh, the Armenian Genocide,
it’s not a big issue today, it hap-
pened so many years ago. . . .

But if you watched the [former
FBI Turkish-language translator]
Sibel Edmonds’ deposition, you
could see how far the Turkish lob-
by was willing to go to prevent a
simple resolution concerning what
happened under Ottoman rule so
long ago.

If it was not directly related
to my ancestry, I would prob-
ably just think of it as silly. It
makes absolutely no sense, this
Turkish government opposi-
tion. Every time [the resolution
is discussed] it gets more and
more attention. It is self-defeat-
ing and the Turkish government
needs to move on.

Turkey may fear demands for
reparations, but I have to also say
that they should be made to pay
for what they did and they should
not be allowed to get away with
interfering in congressional delib-
erations, buying off or blackmailing
members of Congress.

AR: On the substance of the
complaint, what do you expect the
commission to do?

DK: My own personal feeling is
that none of [the five complaints]
against me will be upheld, for a va-

riety of different reasons, including
the fact that it is my First Amend-
ment right to say whatever the
heck I want to.

What, I can’t call [the funds Rep.
Schmidt received from Turkish in-
terests], some $29,500, “blood mon-
ey”? Of course it is “blood money”!

You have got a representative
who is taking money from a foreign
lobby. Schmidt said in her deposi-
tion that she had no idea why she
was the largest recipient of money
from the Turkish lobby. Just think
how stupid that sounds.

She claims she doesn’t know if
she ever received gifts from the
Turkish government and never
took a position on the Armenian
Genocide resolution. When asked,
she couldn’t even define what is
genocide.

At the end of the day, what the
commission needs to determine is
if I willfully made false statements.
And I strongly feel that I did no
such thing. I strongly believe that
the Turkish government is behind
those contributions and it is my
right to feel that way and it is my
right to say so.

It is also my right to say that Tur-
key is responsible for U.S. troops’
deaths in Iraq, considering Tur-
key’s opposition to the northern
front against Saddam Hussein [and
Turkey’s subsequent interference
in Iraq.]

But what this complaint has ex-
posed is that Schmidt is bought
and paid for by the Turkish lobby

IMF sees renewed growth in Armenia

E Continued from page 1

coping with the crisis.

“In terms of the broader ques-
tion of managing the crisis, we also
think that the authorities have done
avery good job,” he said. “The global
economic environment is very dif-
ficult and almost all countries have
had to confront this crisis.”

The IMF official pointed out that
the Armenian government has been

“very effective” in attracting more
than $1.5 billion in emergency loans
from external sources that have al-

lowed it avoid major spending cuts,
despite a serious shortfall in tax
revenues. He also commended the
Central Bank for seeking to spur
bank credit to Armenian firms while
maintaining the relative stability of
the country’s financial system.
According to Mr. Lewis, the IMF
anticipates that these and other
anti-crisis policies will help the
Armenian economy expand by 1.2
percent in 2010. He said the growth
will be primarily driven by rising
international prices of nonferrous
metals (Armenia’s number-one ex-

port item) as well as domestic ser-
vices and agriculture.

Armenia’s gross domestic prod-
uct plummeted by as much as 18.5
percent year-on-year in the first
seven months of 2009, mainly be-
cause of a dramatic slump in the
construction sector.

“For the remainder of year we see
construction activity stabilizing
and some small improvement in
other areas,” said Mr. Lewis. That is
why, he added, the IMF expects the
full-year GDP contraction to ease to
15.6 percent. En

and people don't like it when their
representatives sell out like that.
My goal at the end of this is to
make elected officials think twice
before taking [Turkish lobby] money.
And winning both the case and the
election is the best way to do this.

Primary ﬁﬁht

AR: How is the complaint affect-
ing your position vis-a-vis the local
Democratic Party? Obviously, win-
ning the primary and the nomina-
tion is your most immediate chal-
lenge.

DK: I will have a primary chal-
lenger [term-limited Ohio State
Representative Todd Book] who
is a [Democratic] Party insider. I
am of course a [Democratic] Party
outsider. There are some benefits
that he has as a result, and some
benefits that I have.

What is to be kept in mind is that
ours is a conservative district and
a Democrat hasn’t won here since
1980. And I don’t believe that my
primary opponent has any chance
whatsoever to win in the general
election, and a lot of people feel
that way. I have been told that [this
election] isjusta name-recognition
exercise for him and he just wants
to run for another office later.

Frankly, some of the Democratic
leaders here don’t like it that the
Armenian Genocide has been made
an issue. They don’t think it’s im-
portant. Well, if their grandparents
were survivors, you damn well bet
they would think it’s important.

I am banking on the people, not
the party. And for someone to go
out and get 18 percent of the vote
[in 2008] without any party back-
ing, that is remarkable and the best
result for any such candidate in the
United States [in 2008 elections].
That means I have the rapport with
the people.

Having said that, we do have
some support from among Demo-
cratic Party insiders.

But at the end of the day, we
need to start electing leaders in this
country, not just party-trained pol-
iticians. As far as I am concerned,
my opponent, having been a mem-
ber of Ohio legislature leadership,
shares responsibility for our state’s
economic problems. How does that
qualify him for a promotion?

I am a business owner and entre-
preneur and I know how to solve
problems. And I will not simply do
what the party tells me to do, I will
not be anybody’s lapdog, and this
guy is basically a poodle.

I am coming across as a fighter
and I am not going to take any shit
from anyone. And I think people in

my district want to see someone
who is smart and tough that will put
their interests ahead of the party’s.

In 2008, 55 percent of this dis-
trict voted against Jean Schmidt,
and that means that our district
does not want her. She just has to
meet the right challenger.

Where is the Armenian
support?

AR: Have you received substantial
support from Armenian-Ameri-
cans?

DK: One of the things that de-
cides who wins is how much money
youraise. And one of the things that
Schmidt has done by getting me in-
volved in this complaint is taking
a tremendous amount of my time
and focus away from fundraising.

It also caused me to spend tens
of thousands of dollars to defend
myself in the Armenian Genocide
case. And frankly speaking, the
Armenian-American community
is my best asset and they can’t be
shy about donating to my cam-

aign.

And frankly, they need to start
to donate to my campaign, because
I have been very underwhelmed
with the support that I have re-
ceived from Armenians around the
country. It has been rather ridicu-
lous, with all this money pouring
in from the Turks, and Armenians
not doing a damn thing.

Where is the support? Where are
the checks? It is really disappoint-
ing for someone who comes from
the community, who is involved in
this fight with national and inter-
national repercussions, yet every
day I go to my mailbox and there
are no checks, no online contribu-
tions from Armenians.

Frankly, if we lose, the Armenian-
American community is partially to
blame. Whatisit going to take these
guys to write checks? I have been to
the Armenian Assembly of America
function - lot of people with a lot of
money. Where are they? You can go
down the list of top ten people in
the Assembly - they haven’t given
me a thin red dime.

And that needs to be written
about.

I know that people are asked for
support for a variety of important
things. But we keep fighting the
same stupid congressional battles,
year after year, on aid to Armenia,
on ambassadorial appointments,
on the Armenian Genocide.

But you know what? We’ll contin-
ue to fight those battles until we get
some of our own Armenian-Ameri-
cans into the U.S. Congress. En

Part-time, flexible hours

Does that describe the kind of work
you need today?

What we need at the Armenian Reporter is

help selling ads.
Do we have a match?

Write to us at hr@reporter.am

Correction

Contrary to the caption for the
photograph on the wrapper of
our Sept. 12 issue, the winner of
the women’s so-meter dash at the
AYF Olympics was Angela Soor-

ikian of Philadelphia. Greater
Boston’s Araxi Krafian, misidenti-
fied as the winner of that race, in
fact won the 200-meter dash. We
regret the error.
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e Sibel Edmonds testimony

Part 4

Over the last three weeks, we pub-
lished in installments the testimony
of Sibel Edmonds in a case being con-
sidered by the Ohio Elections Com-
mission. What follows is a fourth and
final installment of edited excerpts.

The full text is available at http://
newsdemocrat.com/SiteImages/File-
Gallery/Sibel_transcript_393.pdf

The commission is considering the
matter of Jean Schmidt, Plaintiff,
v. David Krikorian, Defendant. Ms.
Schmidt is a Republican member of
the Ohio delegation in the U.S. House
of Representatives. Mr. Krikorian
challenged her as an independent in
the 2008 election and is running for
the Democratic Party’s nomination
for the 2010 election.

Ms. Schmidt is accusing Mr. Kriko-
rian of making “false statements” that
she took “blood money” from Turkish
interests to oppose a congressional
resolution on the Armenian Genocide.
By summoning Ms. Edmonds, Mr.
Krikorian sought to establish a pat-
tern of efforts on the part of the Turk-
ish government and affiliated entities
to induce U.S. policy makers into op-
posing the genocide resolution.

The deposition was held on Au-
gust 8 at the National Whistleblow-
ers Center, located at 3238 P Street,
N.W., Suite 690, Washington, D.C.
Present on behalf of the plaintiff was
attorney Bruce Fein of the Turkish
American Legal Defense Fund. Pres-
ent on behalf of the defendant was
attorney Dan Marino of Luque,
Geragos & Marino, LLP. Present on
behalf of Ms. Edmonds was attorney
Michael D. Kohn of Kohn, Kohn &
Colapinto, LLP.

MARINO: Let me give you a hy-
pothetical and just get your under-
standing of what might be going on
because it’s particularly relevant to
our case.

You have a hypothetical Con-
gresswoman from State X. Her dis-
trict has no Turkish population to
speak of or Armenian population
to speak of. She’s the largest recipi-
ent of Turkish PAC money in the
2008 election cycle. All right?

She meets with Livingston and
Rogers or Livingston Group when
they’re escorting members of the
Turkish parliament to a reception.
She receives fact sheets from the
Livingston Group talking about
Turkish relations; goes to lun-
cheons in honor of the Turkish
Foreign Minister, and she opposes
Armenian genocide resolution and,
in fact, refuses to even recognize
the genocide as a historical fact.

What's your sense? What does it
tell you is going on there [...]

EDMONDS: Based on several
that I personally know about in
terms of how they conduct and
how they behave, those elected of-
ficials who are serving the foreign
government’s interest, I would say
that’'s modus operandi that you
describe. It’s a classic fit of how in-
dividuals who happen to owe their
position and favors to a foreign
government, in this particular case
Turkey, behave at and the kinds of
people they associate with. That
modus operandi classically matches
of the individuals I know who were
serving Turkish government’s and
other Turkish entities’ interest.

MARINO: And your view, based
on what you know, would it be a
reasonable statement to say that
that Congresswoman 1is taking
money from Turkish interest in
part for denying the existence of
the Armenian genocide? [...]

EDMONDS: Say based on my
knowledge, my experience, and
what I know, that money - those
Turkish entities’ lobby organiza-
tion will not give a penny to anyone

unless they have a prior pact with
that person. This is what you're go-
ing to do for us, and that has been
the case at least up till 2002. [...]

MARINO: I understand that you
executed an affidavit or a declara-
tion actually in this case on Au-
gust 5, 2009. [...] In Paragraph 3 of
your declaration, you say, “I also
obtained evidence that the gov-
ernment of Turkey had engaged
in practices and policies that were
inimical to American interests and
had, in fact, resulted in both the di-
rect and indirect loss of American
lives.” Do you recall saying that in
your declaration?

EDMONDS: Yes.

MARINO: Can you tell me what
practices and policies that you were
referring to that were inimical to
American interests?

EDMONDS: There’s several. One
is practices and operations imple-
mented from mid-1990s at least
until towards end of 2001 in Cen-
tral Asia and Caucasus, and these
operations and practices included
Islamization of certain segments of
those Turkic nations, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Tajikistan. There are
so many of them in that - in that
area, and setting up madrasahs and
bringing in, helping bringing - at
the time they were not referred to
as al-Qaeda until 2001, September
11th. They were referred to as mu-
jahideens from Afghanistan and
Pakistan into Central Asia, then
to Turkey to give them passports,
and then funnel them in 1997, 1998
to certain Eastern European coun-
tries and the Balkans. [...]

Those operations when until - at
least until September 2001, and
again, for those operations, they
corroborated and worked with
certain U.S. persons who were in-
volved in these operations. [...]

The “Turkish entities’
lobby organization
will not give a penny
to anyone unless they
have a prior pact with
that person. This is
what you’re going to
do for us....”

[Another aspect was] helping
these individuals from Azerbaijan,
the Turkey entities that served the
mujahideen groups starting from
1995, 1996. They were given Turk-
ish passports. In some cases they
were given Azerbaijani passports,
and they — Turkey played a very ac-
tive and important role in taking
these people and moving them into
Europe and some of those people
actually ended up in the United
States.

[Yet another] category that in-
volved narcotics activities and that
was, at least until I left, these Turk-
ish people, and some of them are
directly connected to Turkish intel-
ligence and Turkish military in the
United States, they played a very
significant role in bringing in hero-
in from source from Afghanistan to
Turkey, but from Turkey into both
United States, but also directly to
Belgium, large quantity, very, very
large quantity of heroin.

MARINO: All right. So if I were
to say that — if I were a Congress
person and I'm taking money from
the Turkish government either
directly or indirectly, would it be
a fair statement that I'm taking
money from a government that
has engaged in policies and prac-
tices that cost American lives?

Former Georgetown professor Sabri Sayari is now with Sabanci University in

Istanbul.

EDMONDS: Correct. [...]

[Following a lunch break]

FEIN: What were the work place
arrangements for you to perform
your work? Did you go to a fixed
office at the FBI? Were you given
opportunity to choose where you
wanted to listen to tapes? How did
that work?

EDMONDS: I can’t give you de-
tails because of the area, but it was
combination. As far as my main
work that I was asked to do because
it was top priority outside counter-
terrorism, it was only Washington
field office, and that was where
from other field offices they would
send information related to Turk-
ish related area and I would trans-
late.

But for certain counterterrorism
tasks I had to go to Philadelphia or
New Jersey to the Special Agents.
In some cases I had to interrogate
9/11 detainees that were shackled
in rooms who didn’t speak English
and they spoke either Turkish or
Farsi. It was a combination of dif-
ferent tasks.

EEIN: So your tasks included not
only listening to tapes, but doing
interrogation of detainees?

EDMONDS: I can’t say tapes or
not tapes, but in addition to audio,
it was written. Also it included live
interviews, going to various field
offices, and translate interrogation
results.

FEIN: You would translate an
answer, but you wouldn’t be the
one making up the questions for
the detainees or is that inaccurate?

EDMONDS: It depended be-
cause after September 11th, some
of the FBI agents, they didn’t know
anything, and they were very nice
and good to know that they didn’t
know anything. So they would
defer to my expertise to ask the
right questions from detainees and
some of the immigrants they had
rounded up.

In some cases there were certain
Kurdish individuals, and even the
Special Agent in Charge would
take me out and say, “What kind of
questions do you think needs to be
asked?” and I would tell them this
and this, and because of the region
this person from Turkey had come,
it’s not a very religious city. So — or
this person seems to be from the

area and a family background that
is ultra nationalist. So they would
ask me to actually draft the ques-
tions to trick the detainees and get
the right answers.

So, yes, in fact the Special Agents
in Charge deferred to me to draft
questions because they didn’t know
where Turkey even was. [...]

EEIN: When you testified earlier
that the government of Turkey was
corrupting the U.S. Congress and
the executive branch officials by
money, bribes, and blackmail, what
did you mean by “the government
of Turkey™?

EDMONDS: Individuals and
certain individuals and operatives
with official capacity, and that of-
ficial capacity being the employees
and members of Turkish govern-
ment.

The FBI “Special
Agents in Charge
deferred to me to draft
questions because
they didn’t know
where Turkey even
was.”

FEIN: So you did not mean the
government of Turkey in the sense
that there was an official govern-
ment of Turkey policy that involved
bribery. You meant that these could
have been rogue elements that
weren’t operating under the aegis of
the Prime Minister’s office and doing
this on their own for their own per-
sonal greed or pecuniary benefit. [...]

KOHN: Excuse me. The prob-
lem, the perception is when the
President of the United States does
something illegal, the government
has done something illegal, and so
I think it is difficult to try to pull
them apart.

You're asking this individual to
speak on behalf of actions taken on
behalf of the government or taken
on behalf of the representatives of
the government, and I believe it’s
beyond her capacity to give you the
specific answer you're looking for.

MARINO: I think these ques-
tions are very argumentative.

They’re very convoluted. I mean, I
feel like you're just making an argu-
ment and then asking the witness
a question which is unintelligible,
and it seems like you're defending
the government of Turkey and not
cross-examining, [...]

EEIN: I'm just saying a govern-
ment, a Turkish government spon-
sored PAC prior to 2002 - I think
that was the time frame you were
referring to — meant in your un-
derstanding that the government
of Turkey gave money to the PAC in
order to give to members of Con-
gress. [...]

EDMONDS: Right, and they did
so overtly and covertly. For exam-
ple, sometimes the money in the
form of a suitcase of cash would
go to a certain person or business
entity, and from that business per-
son/entity, would be divided to ten
people in order to not trace the ori-
gin of that money to that particular
Turkish government agent or Turk-
ish government group. So they did
it in steps. So it just depends.

EEIN: So it would be like you
would use or they would use the
middle men. All right. It has come
- the origin of the money is the gov-
ernment of Turkey. They give till
it looks like a private business or
entity, and they tell them you then
turn around and maybe give it to
another middle man so that there
is some kind of chain of custody
that separates the government of
Turkey directly from the end user,
but the origin of the money is from
Turkey.

EDMONDS: Or a government
entity associated with the ...

FEIN: A government owned
corporation or enterprise of some

e.

EDMONDS: Or it can be an en-
tity, let’s say. Let’s say it can be a
military attache person that is do-
ing that, that the Turkish military
attache and that person is — you
know, that military attache person
is employed by the Turkish govern-
ment, and suddenly he says, “Okay.
I have a suitcase of $45,000, and
how are we going to distribute
that?” Unless they have a candidate
in mind, there are ways they did it,
and that would be - one way would
be to give some of that cash. They
get the citizens, Turkish people
who are citizens here. You know,
they give them cash, and they have
each one of those citizens write
some amount like under $200, let’s
say, to a particular candidate.

Even though that money didn’t
come from those U.S. citizens, the
money came from Turkish Embas-
sy, and as long as it was under 200,
they can get 500 Turkish people.
Each one write $200. So that’s one
of the ways they do it. [...]

MARINO: To your knowledge,
do you have any information about
the Turkish government spon-
soring chairs at universities, like
Princeton, University of Utah, and
other places?

EDMONDS: Georgetown Uni-
versity, and not only that. Some
of these academic experts also
are recruited agents who actu-
ally steal U.S. military and in-
telligence related information
because they have security clear-
ances and they have obtained po-
sition in high level institutions,
and one good example would be
RAND Corporation, and Profes-
sor Sabri Sayari in Georgetown
University who has stole tens of
millions of dollars worth of se-
crets by actually recruiting peo-
ple there that has been identified
to him by his superiors, handlers,
and he does it currently in — was
doing it in 2002 with RAND Cor-
poration, one of the individuals.
That’s an example of academic ex-
pert that they recruit. [...] En:
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Defense contractors join Turkish lobbying effort in pursuit of arms deals

by Luke Rosiak

The following article appeared on The
Sunlight Foundation’s Real Time In-
vestigations blog at http://realtime.
sunlightprojects.org/ on September
16 and is reproduced here with per-
mission.

The Defense Department’s request
last week for congressional approv-
al of the sale of $8 billion worth
of PAC-3 missiles to Turkey was the
latest victory for a disparate group
of interests including defense con-
tractors, finance and energy corpo-
rations, trade groups, the Turkish
government, and a well-financed
network of domestic advocacy
groups. Intersecting interests have
led them to join forces and lobby
on a number of issues, including
the characterization of distant his-
torical events.

Turkey and the domestic advo-
cacy groups that promote the inter-
ests of Turkish-Americans did so to
protect the Turkey’s image, while
U.S. companies sought to bolster
their own bottom lines. The efforts
appear to have been successful for
all the parties.

The Turkish government has
consistently lavished millions each
year on well-connected Washing-
ton lobbying firms - including
those employing former House
leaders - which contacted offices of
the lower chamber 1,468 times, ac-
cording to an analysis of data from
Foreign Lobbying Influence Tracker
of disclosures filed in 2008 by firms
under the Foreign Agent Registra-
tion Act - nearly twice that of the
second-highest country, Libya.

Turkey’s efforts have now been
augmented by a domestic effort

Luke Rosiak is a reporter at the Sunlight
Foundation.

launched by a Turkish-Ameri-
can entrepreneur. Yalcin Ayasli
founded Hittite Microwave in 1985
as a one-man company with a grant
from the U.S. Air Force, and built
the electronics company into a firm
worth $1.2 billion, with half of its
products sold overseas, according
to a company presentation. The
company had $180 million in rev-
enue in 2008, according to SEC fil-
ings.

Since 2004 Hittite Microwave
has received roughly $30 million
in contracts directly from the gov-
ernment - mostly to sponsor re-
search and development - and has
also done business with Lockheed
Martin and other prime contrac-
tors, many of whom use Hittite
electronics in their jets and other
equipment, sold to both the U.S.
military and Turkey.

The Turkish Coalition of

America

In 2007 Ayasli transferred $30 mil-
lion in stock to fund a new endeav-
or, the nonprofit Turkish Coalition
of America. The organization is
headquartered in a Washington
suite that has also been listed as
the address for the Turkish Coali-
tion USA PAC, the lobbying firm of
Lydia Borland (who has repre-
sented the Turkish government),
and the law firm of Bruce Fein and
Associates. (Bruce Fein comprises
half of the Turkish American Legal
Defense Fund).

The family of Hittite founder
Ayaslin contributed nearly half a
million dollars to federal politics
in 2007-2008, donating near the
maximum amount to the House
campaign committees for both
parties, but largely neglecting the
Senate.

TCA is headed by Lincoln Mc-
Curdy, who served as a U.S. diplo-

mat in Istanbul from 1980 to 1984,
and also functions as treasurer of
the political action committee; he
draws an additional retainer as
Ayasli’s “personal advisor” on “po-
litical matters,” in his own words.
From 1989 to 2004, McCurdy led
the American Turkish Council, a
lobbying organization funded by
membership dues from defense
and energy companies with an in-
terest in Turkey, and whose execu-
tive ranks include Borland.

In addition to the advocacy done
through the ATC (which also funds
trips to Turkey for congressional
staff), a handful of its members -
Citigroup, BAE Systems, Northrop
Grumman, Chevron, Textron, Unit-
ed Technologies, Lockheed Martin,
and Raytheon, which spent a com-
bined $8o million lobbying Wash-
ington last year - lobbied Congress
directly on the genocide resolution
and other issues important to Tur-
key; the Aerospace Industries As-
sociation, a trade group, helped
coordinate the effort.

A matter of historical
record

For Turkey and its allies, percep-
tion has been everything when it
comes to the nearly century-old
killings that left more than a mil-
lion Armenians dead as the Otto-
man Empire collapsed. The country
has lobbied House and Senate and
the executive branch to oppose
congressional resolutions to label
the incidents genocide, and funded
academic programs that bolster
the country’s image and downplay
the role of the government in the
killings.

Those programs include the Insti-
tute for Turkish Studies at George-
town University, which received
an initial $3 million disbursement
from Turkey in 1982 and contin-

ues to draw annual financial sup-
port from the government, and is
chaired by Nabi Sensoy, Turkey’s
ambassador to the United States.
In 2006, a board member, Donald
Quataert, resigned from the in-
stitute, claiming that after he ac-
knowledged in an academic review
that the Armenian killings met
the definition of genocide, Sensoy
told him Turkish authorities had
threatened to revoke the institute’s
funding. Sensoy disputed the alle-
gations. [See Lou Ann Matossian’s
story, “Institute of Turkish Studies
chair was ousted for acknowledg-
ing Genocide” (Armenian Reporter,
May 31, 2008) and her investiga-
tive report, “Politics, scholarship,
and the Armenian Genocide” (Ar-
menian Reporter, July 19, 2008. -
Editor]

The Turkish American Legal
Defense Fund, financed by TcCa,
aggressively pursues those who
threaten the country’s reputation,
including suing the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center and David Hol-
thouse, a journalist who prepared
a report for the nonprofit, for up-
ward of $8 million on behalf of an
academic. In that case, the Foreign
Agents Registration Act is at issue.
Holthouse suggested that, as part
of a group of professors who have
enjoyed endowed positions at uni-
versities financed directly by the
government of Turkey and who
have expressed views on the kill-
ings outside of the academic main-
stream, he was acting as a foreign
agent. If true, the academic would
be required to file detailed disclo-
sures with the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment.

Courting Ankara

Since the beginning of the war in
Iraq in 2003, the U.S. government
has been especially wary of ril-
ing Turkey, which shares a border

with the war-torn country. Despite
widespread support for the resolu-
tion labeling the Armenian killings
genocide, lawmakers have con-
sistently kept it from a floor vote
- even in 2007, when House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi expressed her pref-
erence for a vote.

Few members have been as vocal
as opposing the resolution as Rep.
Dan Burton (R.-Ind.), who sits on
the House Foreign Affairs commit-
tee and is a top recipient of Turkish
Coalition USA PAC money.

More quietly, US. companies
with interests in Turkey have lob-
bied on the resolution. For U.S.
defense contractors, the Turkish
armed forces are a multibillion dol-
lar market - Lockheed Martin and
Raytheon would benefit from the
latest proposed missile sale. Chev-
ron is constructing a pipeline that
passes through Turkey. CitiGroup,
which has funded development
projects in Turkey since 1975, ac-
quired a 20 percent stake in the
country’s largest private bank in
2006, and acquired an investment
brokerage in 2007.

By itself, Turkey boasts a formi-
dable army of Washington lobby-
ists. The government has employed
the Livingston Group, which boasts
Bob Livingston, who'd served as
chair of the House Appropriations
Committee in the 1990s; Dickstein
Shapiro LLP, which has former
House Speaker Dennis Hastert
on its payroll; DLA Piper, which
employed former House majority
leader Dick Armey, and the Geph-
ardt Group, led by former House
minority leader and Democratic
presidential candidate Richard
Gephardt. With the addition of
corporate interests and its network
of domestic supporters, it has built
a formidable influence operation
- one that can prevent legislation
from coming to a vote. N

“The Armenian Genocide
wraps up in Lebanon

BEIRUTY - A two-day inter-
national conference organized
by Haigazian University and the
Armenian National Committee
(anc) office of the Middle East ti-
tled, “The Armenian Genocide and
International Law,” wrapped up in
Beirut on September 4.
Historians, international law
experts, and respected Genocide
specialists from the United King-
dom, Egypt, Switzerland, Turkey,
Ireland, Lebanon, Armenia, the
United States, and Canada took

part in the conference.

More than a hundred people,
including representatives of
ANC offices, political scientists,
sociologists, history professors,
political activists, members of
the clergy, intellectuals, educa-
tors, and members of the Leba-
nese-Armenian community were
present.

The panelists discussed the rec-
ognition and denial of the Arme-
nian Genocide; the current process
of the international recognition

and International Law” conference

of the Genocide and political ob-
stacles thereto; the role of Turkish
nationalism in the policy of denial;
and the problems of restitution
and reparations, including the pro-
tection of cultural heritage.

Organizers said the discussions
brought to the surface new pros-
pects for restitution and repara-
tions, and made clear that further
and wider academic and legal
study of the economic, social, and
psychological ramifications of the
Genocide is necessary.

At the conclusion of the confer-
ence, the president of Haigazian
University, Dr. Paul Haidostian,
said that he hoped that the con-
ference proceedings would be
published in the coming year. He
expressed his thanks and grati-
tude to all the speakers, partici-
pants, and supporters of the con-
ference.

Over the course of the confer-
ence, three public events also took
place. A public lecture, “The Experi-
ence of International Law on solv-

ing 20th Century Genocides,” with
the participation of Roger Smith,
William Shabbas, Alfred de Za-
yas, and Henry Theriault took
place on September 3.

On September 4, Ugur Ungor
from the University of Sheffield
presented a lecture, “The Econom-
ic Ramifications of the Armenian
Genocide in the Region of Dyar-
bekir.”

On September 8, Richard Hov-
annisian gave a talk, “Thoughts on
Western Armenia and Cilicia.”
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AGBU responds to Armenia-Turkey agreement with a call for

b2 A {4

“wisdom,

President Serge Sargsian with AGBU president Berge Setrakian, Yerevan, Sept. 4, 2009. Photo: Presidential Press Service.

by Armenian Reporter staff

NEW YORK@ - After a meeting
on September 4 between Presi-
dent Serge Sargsian of Armenia
and Berge Setrakian, president
of the Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union, Armenia’s presidential
press service announced that Mr.
Setrakian had told the president,
“the AGBU supports the latest Pro-
tocols on normalization of the rela-
tions between Armenia and Turkey
and attaches importance to the fact
that they do not contain any pre-
conditions.”

On Friday, September 11, the
Central Board of Directors of the
AGBU issued its own statement on
the agreement between the gov-
ernments of Armenia and Turkey
that had been unveiled on August
31. After outlining a case for “a
pragmatic policy with regard to
Turkey,” the board stated: “We
understand the importance for
the Republic of Armenia to have
normal diplomatic relations with
neighboring states, including Tur-
key. We also believe that justice
for the sacred Armenian Case and

unity, and “collaboration with the government”

the international recognition of
the Armenian Genocide should
transcend and not be sacrificed for
any immediate diplomatic consid-
eration.”

The board’s statement argued
that Turkey would be under scru-
tiny and “must show that it is ready
to move forward in earnest.”

“We also believe the government
of Armenia shares our serious con-
cerns about the sincerity of Turkey,
given its historic anti-Armenian
policy that has continued to the
present time,” the statement con-
tinued. “We commend their initia-
tive and lend our support in their
efforts to find a just and fair out-
come in the building of good neigh-
borly relations between Armenia
and Turkey, while safeguarding the
historic claims and rights of the Ar-
menian People.”

In its conclusion, the AGBU Cen-
tral Board of Directors appealed “to
all Armenians to face the challeng-
es of this historical moment, in col-
laboration with the government of
the Republic of Armenia, with wis-
dom, national unity and the spirit
of cooperation among our people.”
It did not elaborate.

Garbis Kortian, 70, co-founder of the Zoryan Institute

VIENNA 7 - Garbis Kortian, one
of the founders of the Zoryan In-
stitute, recently died in Vienna. He
was 70 years old.

“We are saddened by the loss of a
colleague and a friend,” said K.M.
Greg Sarkissian, president of
the Zoryan Institute. “Garbis was
a visionary, and as a co-founder of
Zoryan, was one of the main con-
ceptualizers of the institute’s mis-
sion. His hallmark was to always
challenge conventional thinking
on any subject.”

Kortian received a Ph.D. in phi-
losophy from the University of Vi-
enna in 1966. He was a professor
of philosophy at the University of
Montreal from 1968 to 1995; he
then moved to Paris and taught
periodically at the University of Vi-

enna until his death. His specialty
was the work of Jirgen Habermas
and that of other modern philoso-
phers and theorists, such as The-
odor Adorno. He was the author of
two major studies on metacritique
and on Kant, both published by
Cambridge University Press. He
also wrote and edited several other
books, one of them on the art of
Arto Tchakmakchian.

“Garbis achieved a truly trans-At-
lantic reputation,” said Khachig
Télélyan, professor of comparative
literature at Wesleyan University
and editor of Diaspora: A Journal
of Transnational Studies. “His Meta-
critique was translated into French
and many of his essays into Ger-
man, and his lectures were heard
everywhere, from Johns Hopkins

to Vienna. He served as a bridge
and a catalyst for relations between
French, German, and Anglophone
philosophers. And always he wor-
ried that Armenians and Armenia
lacked interest in philosophy.”

At Zoryan’s seminal first collo-
quium, held in Cambridge, Mass.,
in 1984, Kortian opened the sub-
ject of “What Is To Be Asked?” with
an extended philosophical discus-
sion on what questions are of “real
existential concern and interest.”
He wanted to update “the notion
of the intellectual” and of “moder-
nity” to advance the diaspora’s self-
understanding. His conclusion:
“What characterizes the intellectual
in contemporary times is one trait
above all others: critique . . . in the
name of truth.” En

Garbis Kortian at “What Is To Be Asked” in 1984.

St. Leon’s to welcome author of The Knock at the Door

FAIR LAWN, N.J. ¢ - Author Mar-
garet Ajemian-Ahnert will present
her book, The Knock at the Door: A
Journey Through the Darkness of the
Armenian Genocide, on Friday, Octo-
ber 2, at St. Leon’s Armenian Church.

This event, which begins at 7:30
p.m. in Abajian Hall, is sponsored
by the St. Leon’s Parish Council for
the greater New York and New Jer-
sey Armenian community. Refresh-
ments will be served.

Organizers promise a lively and
fascinating presentation by Mrs.
Ajemian Ahnert. The author has
traveled worldwide since the debut
of her book, building legions of
fans in the process.

The story is a searing testimony
of her mother Ester’s bittersweet
memories growing up in the vil-
lage of Amasia, and the subsequent
horrors she struggles to survive
during the tragedy that befell most
Ottoman Armenians, with the vio-
lence and chaos of World War I as
backdrop.

Ester’s formidable will, religious
faith, and sense of humor pervade
the narrative. The author layers her
own childhood memories with her
mother’s clear recollections of her
youth to create an intimate mother-
daughter memoir.

Cover of the
The Knock at

the Door: A
Journey Through
the Darkness of
the Armenian

Genocide.

Copies of The Knock at the Door
may be pre-ordered from the church
forthe author tosignat the event. 3k
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Counseling and Psychotherapy
with Individuals, Families and Couples
Adults and Adolescents

140 West 97th St.
New York, NY 10025
By appointment 917-975-3109

24 Windsor Road
Great Neck, NY 11021
e-mail: nlael@aol.com




The Armenian Reporter | September 19, 2009

Community

Armenian Radio N.J. and Hovnanian School sponsor “Art in Fall”

NEW MILFORD, N.J. ¢ - The Ar-
menian Radio Hour of N.J. and the
Hovnanian School are planning an
art exhibit, “Art in Fall,” for Satur-
day, October 17, at the Hovnanian
School Auditorium. The works of
well-known artists - Hakob Ha-
kobyan, Vagharshag Elibekian,
Robert Elibekian, and Arek
Elibekian - will be on display for
sale. They also plan to have chefs
from the metropolitan area display
their culinary talents with live Ar-
menian music in the background.

“It is an ambitious project, the
likes of which we have not seen in
N.J. for some time. The project is al-
ready a success because the way in
which volunteers of the radio and
school unite their abilities and are
committed to make it the success
it deserves to be.” said Adi Abdo,
board member of the Armenian
Radio Hour of N.J.

Hakob Hakobyan was born in
1923 in Alexandria, Egypt, the third
child of Armenian parents who
survived the genocide of 1915. As a
child, Hakobyan attended the Mel-
konian School in Cyprus, a school
for children of expatriate Arme-
nians in which both Armenian his-
tory and studio art were required
studies.

Hakobyan’s art studies continued
as a young adult at the Institute
of Fine Arts in Cairo. From 1952 to
1954, he received a scholarship to
study in Paris at the Academie de

Robert Elibekian with his colorful work.

la Grande Chaumiere. During this
time he studied with French Cub-
ist painter Andre Lhote as well as
other compatriot painters.

After his time in Europe, Hako-
byan returned to Egypt with an
ever-increasing desire to live in Ar-
menia. Finally, in 1962 at the age
of forty, Hakobyan and his family
emigrated to Armenia. Five years
later, the Hakobyan family settled
in the capital city of Yervan where
his artistic recognition continued
to flourish. In 1977, Hakobyan was

awarded the State Prize of Armenia
and was given the title of People’s
Artist of Armenia. In 1986, he won
the coveted State Prize of USSR and
was elected a member of the Acad-
emy of Arts of the USSR.

Today, Hakobyan still produces
paintings with the same technical
precision that is found in his early
works. Hakobyan continues to be
exhibited internationally and his
work can be found in public and pri-
vate collections in Europe, Russia,
Armenia, and the United States.

VagharshagElibekian wasborn
in Thilisi, Georgia, in 1910. Vaghar-
shag, who died in 1994, was a primi-
tive, and like all primitive artists, he
was careful about details. Whether
landscape, building, people, or ani-
mals, a precise representation was
rendered with all the details clearly
defined. He reproduced his memo-
ries on Tiflis, painting lighthearted
scenes of daily events and rejoic-
ing in bright colors and exacting
outlines, representing such events
as parties, circuses, street ven-
dors, marching bands, storefronts,
street scenes, flowing landscapes,
all cheerful scenes and happenings
with all the colors of the spectrum.
His images bring the cities and
streets alive, with animals and hu-
mans in their costumes.

The life of the “guidos” in Thilisi
reflects their happy-go-lucky char-
acter; their main purpose in life
was have a life of ease and fun, en-
joyment and amusement. These
scenes are always populated by
people in traditional attire, usually
very colorful, and the settings are
meticulously reproduced in all the
details. Every painting is a com-
plete episode and collectively, we
can have a clear insight of the life in
Thilisi at a certain time. Hardly big-
ger than a commemorative postage
stamp sheet, these images are large
in concept, capturing the fleeting
poetic moments that punctuate
the event and are the most elegant

distillations of a certain rural and
urban experience.

Robert Elibekian was born
in April 1941 in Thilisi. In 1960 he
moved to Armenia and settled in
Yerevan. The same year he entered
the Yerevan Arts and Theater In-
stitute. In 1965, after graduating
from the institute, he started his
fruitful creative biography actively
participating in various national
and union exhibitions.

Elibekian has been a member of
the Union of Artists of Armenia
since 1970. For many years he was
involved in stage-design for theatres
in Armenia and overseas. Simulta-
neously he worked as a designer and
producer of a number of films shot
at the ArmenFilm Studio.

The artist’s saturated creative life
was reflected in numerous personal
exhibitions organized not only in Ar-
menia, Moscow, Vilnius, and other
cities of the Soviet Union, but also in
major centers of Europe and America.

Elibekian’s canvases are exhibit-
ed at famous museums and private
collections such as the Tretyakov
Gallery and the Museum of Orien-
tal Arts in Moscow. Alex Manoo-
gian Museum in Detroit, Elyseum
Palace in Paris, the White House
in Washington, and Zimerli Mu-
seum in New Jersey. In 1981 Robert
Elibekian received a State Prize of
Armenia and in 2001 was granted
the Movses Khorenatsi Medal in
the field of the national culture. 3k

Calendar of Events

NEW YORK

SEPTEMBER 26 - “Evening
Under the Stars” at St. Nersess
Seminary - 150 Stratton Road,
New Rochelle, NY. Join in for
this cocktail and hors doeuvres
benefit reception at $100 per per-
son. Agreat opportunity tolearn
about and support the most im-
portant institution for the future
of the Armenian Church in North
America. RSVP at stnersess.edu.
SEPTEMBER 26- The Friends
of HMADS presents lobster and
steak dinner with live entertain-
ment at the Armenian Church of
the Holy Martyrs Kalustyan Hall
at 7:30 p.m. Donation $ 50, chil-
dren’s menu for 12 and under: $ 20.
For reservations, please call Hov-
sep Minassian : (718) 225 2515 or
the school office (718) 225 4826.
OCTOBER 24 - The Friends of
HMADS presents a comedy eve-
ning with Kev Orkian. Flushin,
Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.,,
Flushing, NY 11354. Tickets $40 &
$30. For reservations, please call
Hilda Nisanyan (718) 224-4736 or
the school office (718) 225-4826.
OCTOBER 24 - AGBU NY Spe-
cial Events Committee presents
- AGBU PERFORMING ARTISTS
IN CONCERT - Benefit for the
AGBU Performing Arts Fellow-
ship, showcasing the talents of
12 AGBU scholarship recipients.
Curtain time 8:30pm. Weill Re-
cital Hall at Carnegie Hall, 154
W. 57 St., New York City. Tickets
$65. For tickets & info, call (212)
319-6383 ext.124 or visit www.
carnegiehall.org.

NOVEMBER 6, Cocktail recep-
tion at the New York Stock Ex-
change to benefit AAHPO, the
Armenian Eye Care Project and
Voskevan Clinic in Armenia.
Details to follow. Save the date!

NEW JERSEY

OCTOBER 1 - - Sts. Vartanantz
Church 7th Annual Golf Out-
ing. River Vale, NJ Country Club.
Lunch, Dinner, Golf and More.

Shotgun start at 1:00pm. For res-
ervations or more info please call
: Mark Alashaian 201-483-3200,
Sarkis Shirinian 201-307-0825 or
the Church Office 201- 943-2950.
OCTOBER 2 - St. Leon Arme-
nian Church in Fairlawn, N.J.
welcomes debut author Margaret
Ajemian Ahnert on Friday, Octo-
ber 2nd @ 7:30 PM. in Abajian
Hall for a lively presentation of
her book, The Knock at the Door:
A Journey Through the Darkness
of the Armenian Genocide. Free
Admission, refreshments. To pre-
order her book for signing, call
Linda @ 201-445-8167
OCTOBER 7 - “CHRISTMAS IN
OCTOBER” organized by AMAA
Summer Camp/Christmas
Committee to bring Joy Pack-
ages to children in Armenia and
Karabagh, Wednesday 11:30 am
at Seasons - Washington Town-
ship, NJ. Donation: $50. RSVP:
Liz Aynilian (201.444.8122), Lily
Babigian (201.934.5484), Ida
Gueyikian (732.946.2730), Loui-
sa at AMAA (201.265.2607)
OCTOBER 10 - TCA Mher Meg-
erdchian Theatrical Group Pres-
ents “Who Killed The Eastern
Dentist?” A Masquerade Party
in Baronian’s 1860’s Istanbul. A
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater
prepared by Harout Chatmajian.
Assyrian Orthodox Church, 644
Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ.
Saturday, October 1oth, 8:00
PM. Donation: $60. BYOB. Dress
Code (Optional): 1860’s Attire
& Mask. For Tickets, call Marie
Zokian (201) 745-8850, Noushig
Atamian (718) 894-5878 Maro
Hajakian (201) 934-3427 or Mis-
sak Boghosian (212) 819-0097.
NOVEMBER 15 - “ONE NA-
TION, ONE CULTURE” A Cultur-
al Festival Under the Auspices of
Dr. Hranush Hakobyan, Repub-
lic of Armenia Minister of Dias-
pora, Organized by Hamazkayin
Eastern USA Regional Executive,
Featuring Alla Levonian from
Armenia and Babin Boghosian
& Ensemble from Los Angeles,
With the participation of Antra-
nig Dance Ensemble of AGBU,

Akh’tamar Dance Ensemble of St.
Thomas Armenian Church, Yeraz
Dance Ensemble of St. Sarkis
Church, NJ Hamazkayin Nayiri
Dance Group & Arekag Children’s
Choir & Dhol Group. SUNDAY,
Nov. 15., 4pm. Felician College,
262 S. Main St., Lodi, NJ. Dona-
tion: $75, $50, $35, $25. For more
information or tickets please con-
tact: Hamazkayin @ 201-945-8992
or Paradon2oo9@gmail.com
NOVEMBER 22 - Free Diabetic
Education Seminar, 1:30pm at
the Hovnanian School in New Mil-
ford, NJ, sponsored by AAHPO
DECEMBER 6 - AAHPO’s Christ-
mas Brunch, in Tenafly, NJ. De-
tails to follow. Save the Date!

FLORIDA

ACAA ARMENIAN HERITAGE
CRUISE XIII - 2010

FT. LAUDERDALE, FL - Join Ar-
menians worldwide on the AR-
MENIAN HERITAGE CRUISE
XIII 2010. Sailing on Saturday,
January 16-23, 2010. To San Juan,
PR, St. Thomas and Grand Caicos
Islands on the Costa Atlantica.
Prices start at $679.00 per pet-
son. Contact TravelGroup Inter-
national 1-866-447-0750,ext 102
or 108. Westcoast: Mary Papa-
zian 818-407-140; Eastcoast: An-
tranik Boudakian 718-575-0142

NOVEMBER 1 - Sunday, spon-
sored by “Kach Nazar” Magazine
1oth Anniversary Nationwide
Telethon to benefit: Christmas
Fund for Armenian Orphans
and Disabled Children and
the Restoration of Children’s
Home. Please make your dona-
tions to this fund: Christmas
Fund for Armenian O.D.C.R.C.H
Wells Fargo Account Number
1736834043 or send your dona-
tions to: PO Box 250038, Glen-
dale, CA 91225. fourourkidse
gmail.com. Tax ID# 26-3208049.
For more information call:
818.246.0125, 818.246.2070,
818.239.6880 or 818.606.2070.

Help Wanted

The Armenian Reporter is seeking
experienced advertising sales
representatives
in the Metro New York and
Southern California markets.

Send your cv and a covering letter
to hrereporter.am

Subscription Coupon

ANNUAL RATES

NAME

U.S.A.: First Class Mail, $125; Periodicals Mail, $75
Canada: $125 (U.S.); Overseas: $250 (U.S.)

STREET

CITY/STATE/ZIP

O Mastercard O Visa

0O Check Enclosed OR Charge My:

O Amex 0O Discover

Exp.

MAIL COUPON TO: ARMENIAN REPORTER
15 S 5TH ST STE 900 MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402
OR
FAX COUPON TO (612) 359-8994

(CREDIT CARD ORDERS ONLY)
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AGBU NYSEC presents performing artists in concert at
Carnegie Hall Oct. 24

NEW YORKE - The AGBU New
York Special Events Committee
(nysec) will present the second
AGBU Performing Artists in Con-
cert, showcasing the talents of
young Armenian musicians, to be
held at New York’s Weill Recital
Hall at Carnegie Hall (154 West
57th Street) on Saturday, October
24, 2009 at 8:30 p.m.

Like the inaugural concert held in
2008, this AGBU NYSEC event will
applaud the achievements of tal-
ented Armenian youth who have
benefitted from AGBU’s scholarship
assistance toward their studies in
performing arts, including piano,
strings, wind, percussion, and voice.
The artists hail from distinguished
conservatories and universities
worldwide, such as the Juilliard
School, Manhattan School of Music,
Komitas State Conservatory, Yale
University, Mannes College of Mu-
sic, Boston Conservatory, State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook,
and the Royal College of Music.

Supporting youth studying in
the performing arts has always
been a priority for AGBU. Twelve

2008 Debut Concert performers on the stage of Carnegie Hall.

performers, under the artistic
direction of brothers Hrant and
Kevork Parsamian, are collabo-
rating to prepare a repertoire of
music celebrating Armenian and
classical composers, such as Baba-
janian, Khachaturian, Schosta-

kovich, and Schumann. Of special
note will be the U.S. premiere of 19-
year-old Gevork Badalian’s com-
position based on five folk songs
from the Armenian Genocide.

The performingartistsinclude three
violinists, Monika Chamasyan (Va.),

Nazig Tchakarian (N.Y)), and Vik-
toria Tchertchian (Mass.); two cel-
lists, Hrant and Kevork Parsamian
(N.Y.); two violists, Alex Nazaryan
(N.Y.) and Anoush Simonian (N.J);
two pianists, Marina C|

(Va.) and Varta Tchakarian (N.Y));

a flutist, Stepan Dadourian (N.Y.); a
marimbist, Sylvie Zakarian (Mass.);
and an opera singer, soprano Natalie
Aroyan (N.Y. via Australia).

For decades, AGBU grants have
been awarded to hundreds of
talented and qualified students
of Armenian descent studying
in the performing arts who have
demonstrated excellence in their
chosen fields. These awards en-
able recipients to achieve their po-
tential, laying the foundation for
their future as they celebrate their
heritage and identity. In 2008, the
AGBU NYSEC proudly presented “A
Debut Concert” featuring some of
the AGBU Scholarship Program’s
Performing Arts grant recipients.
Proceeds from the concert con-
tributed to future AGBU’s Per-
forming Arts grants.

The 2009 concert will showcase
the talents of a new selection of
grant recipients and will benefit the
newly established AGBU Perform-
ing Arts Fellowship Program. 3

connect:
AGBU 1-212-319-6383 ext. 124

HMADS to present a comedy evening with Kev Orkian

by Jennifer Chelebi

QUEENS, N.Y.g - The Friends
of Holy Martyrs Armenian Day
School (HMADS) will present a
performance by acclaimed Arme-
nian comedian Kev Orkian at New
York’s Flushing Town Hall (137-35
Northern Blvd., corner of Linden
Place) in Flushing, Queens, on Sat-
urday, October 24, at 7:30 p.m.

Kev Orkian’s unique blend of
modern humor and cultural satire
has made him a crowd favorite and
a comedic legend in both British
and Armenian circles. This pianist
extraordinaire has a revamped
musical-comedy repertoire that is
sure to earn plenty of laughs from
young and old alike.

Mr. Orkian honed his skills and
perfected his comedic timing at
Brunel University where he stud-
ied drama and music and trained
for a two-year National Diploma in
Performing Arts. He made his West
End debut in Fame and was in the
original production of Happy Days,
the musical.

He has taken his one-man piano
comedy show to sold-out perfor-
mances around the world, includ-

Kev Orkian.

ing Los Angeles as host of the
Armenian Music Awards, on the
“Hye seas” aboard the Armenian
Heritage Cruise, and to the world
down under for performances in
Australia. En

connect:

kev-orkian.com

Hilda Nisanyan (718) 224-4736
Nayda Voskerijian (516) 739-0805
Shakay Chahinian (516) 496-8192
School Office (718) 225-4826

Send the Armenian Reporter

A perfect going-away gift
for your college student:

a subscription to the Armenian Reporter.
Don't delay.

Call us at 1-612-436-2037
to order a gift subscription today, or

write business@reporter.am

to school
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EYE CARE
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70 - 25 Yellowslone Blvd,
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Phane: (718) 793-EYES (3937)
Fax: (718) 793-0268

Zenproimage Photography

Zenop Pomakian - Zen

Photography and video for all occasions:

Weddings, Baby showers, Christenings
[ Sweet Sixteen, Personal Events

O Art, Models, Portraits

Commercials, Architecture

www.Zenproimage.com

E-mail: info@zenproimage.com
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Call Today to be helped Tomorrow
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Sen. Menendez to receive ANCA-Eastern Region Freedom Award

NEW YORK@ - The Armenian
National Committee of America
Eastern Region will honor United
States Senator Robert Menendez
with its Freedom Award at the
Third Annual ANCA Eastern Region
Banquet hosted by the Armenian
Cultural Association of America on
Saturday, October 3, 2009 at Espace
in New York City.

“We are proud to be honoring
Senator Menendez,” said Acaa
Board Member George Aghjayan.
“The senator from New Jersey acted
with distinction when he placed a
hold on Richard Hoagland’s nom-
ination and has repeatedly demon-
strated his commitment to the Ar-
menian-American community.”

For over 16 years, Robert Menen-
dez has been an ardent advocate
of Armenian-American concerns
in the state of New Jersey and na-
tionally. From ensuring that the
United States honestly addresses
the issue of the Armenian Geno-
cide to speaking out on the right of
self-determination for the people
of Nagorno-Karabakh, Senator
Menendez has championed truth,
justice, and the principles of free-
dom so cherished by the Armenian-
American community.

During the 109th Congress [2005-
2006], Senator Menendez received
nationwide attention after plac-
ing a “hold” on the confirmation
of Richard Hoagland as the next
U.S. ambassador to Armenia. Ar-
menian-Americans had expressed
concern regarding Mr. Hoagland’s
testimony before the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee in which
he raised questions about whether
the extermination of the Arme-
nian people in 1915-17 qualified as
genocide. The nomination of Mr.
Hoagland had come after the re-
call of Ambassador John M. Ev-
ans, who had acknowledged the
Armenian Genocide during public

Senator Robert
Menendez
will accept the
Eastern Diocese’s
“Friend of the
Armenians”
award during
the Diocesan
Assembly
banquet at
Philadelphia’s
National
Constitution
Center, on Friday,

appearances in the United States.
In a campaign initiated by the
Editorial Page of the Armenian Re-
porter, many Armenian-Americans
opposed the confirmation of a re-
placement as long as the adminis-
tration refused to acknowledge the
Armenian Genocide.

When the 11oth Congress con-
vened in January 2007, then-Presi-
dent George W. Bush once again
nominated Mr. Hoagland to serve
as ambassador to Armenia. The
very next day, Senator Menendez
placed a second “hold” on the nom-
ination. On August 3, 2007, Presi-
dent Bush withdrew the Hoagland
nomination. When asked about his
motivation for blocking confirma-
tion, Senator Menendez stated, “I

May 1.

believe that the United States, Ar-
menia, and all who are committed
to human rights should support an
ambassador to Armenia who recog-
nizes the genocide that took place
there more than 9o years ago.”

In a statement released when he
first blocked the confirmation, Sen-
ator Menendez said, “The State De-
partment and the Bush administra-
tion are just flat-out wrong in their
refusal to recognize the Armenian
Genocide. It is well past time for
American diplomacy to drop the
euphemisms, the wink-wink, nod-
nod brand of foreign policy that
overlooks heinous atrocities com-
mitted around the world. If there is
any sincerity behind the Bush ad-
ministration’s rhetoric about fib-

WATERTOWN, Mass.g - The
Armenian Library and Museum
of America (ALMA) is set to finish
its 2009 Jazz Nights @ ALMA con-
cert series with a performance
that features Armenian jazz mu-
sicians on the first Friday of every
month for the remainder of the
year. Each concert starts at 8 p.m.
in the Museum’s Contemporary
Art Gallery, a venue where jazz
enthusiasts can enjoy a collision
of live music and intriguing eth-
nic art. Museum doors will open
at 7:30 p.m. to give patrons the
opportunity to see ALMA’s latest
exhibits free of charge.

The Armen Donelian Trio will
kick-start the series’ return from
its summer hiatus on October 2.
Called “a pianist with a crystalline
touch, but a penchant for avant
gardism” (New York Times), Armen
Donelian will play a versatile set of
original compositions with David
Clark (bass) and George Schul-
ler (drums).

Donelian recently made his
musical mark in Greece where
he taught and performed as a
2009 Fulbright Senior Special-
ist at Ionian University in Cor-
fu and Nakas Conservatory in
Athens. He has also taught and
performed in Switzerland, Aus-
tria, Holland, and Israel since
the start of the year. Donelian’s
astounding career also includes
collaborations with jazz legends
such as Sonny Rollins, Chet
Baker, Paquito D’Rivera,

Jazz Nights @ ALMA” returns to stage

October 2 with Armen Donelian Trio

Armen Donelian Trio.

Mongo Santamaria, and Billy
Harper.

On November 6, Steve Tashji-
an’s Classic Groove will take the
stage to play renditions of jazz
ballads and standards. Classic
Groove features Tashjian (wood-

winds), Paul Dillon (drums),
Lee Lundy (bass), Gretch-
en Bostrom (vocals), Kevin

Magarian (guitar), and Face
(keyboards). Their upcoming per-
formance will make the group’s
third appearance in the Jazz
Nights series.

The Yulia Musayelyan Quar-
tet will conclude the 2009 series
on December 4 with a combina-
tion of original compositions
and arrangements, using folk
rhythms from Argentina, Arme-

nia, and other cultures.

“Part of the repertoire of this
group evolved from the explora-
tion of my Armenian heritage,”
says Musayelyan. “When [ first
heard the sound of Armenian
folk music, I found to my surprise
that this spirit was also coming
from within; I began to transcribe
folk tunes and playing them on
the flute.” Her performance with
Franco Pinna (drum), Fernan-
do Huergo (bass), and a pianist
will showcase the constant evo-
lution of new sounds generated
from a combination of original
melodies, jazz improvisation, and
extended techniques. En

connect:
almainc.org/calendar_jazz.html

erty on the march’ - if ‘never again’
is to be more than a bumper sticker
slogan - then American diplomacy
should consist of nothing less than
unvarnished honesty with our
friends and enemies alike. And we
must call genocide by its name.”

In June 2008, Senator Menendez
questioned the administration’s
next nominee as ambassador to
Armenia, Marie Yovanovitch.
Senator Menendez asked numer-
ous questions concerning the Ar-
menian Genocide, Turkey and
Azerbaijan’s blockades of Armenia,
Nagorno-Karabakh, and foreign aid
to Armenia. Several months later, in
September 2008, Sen. Menendez
addressed questions about the Ar-
menian Genocide to James Jeffrey,
the administration’s nominee to
serve as U.S. ambassador to Turkey.

Most recently, in January 2009,
Sen. Menendez questioned Hill-
ary Clinton, during her confir-
mation hearings for the position
of secretary of state . During the
nationally televised hearing, Sen.
Menendez stated that he hoped she
would continue “the support that
you gave while you were a senator
to the question of the Armenian
Genocide, that the president-elect
has himself supported, recogni-
tion of that. You know, if we are
to say ‘never again, part of that is
ultimately the recognition of what
has happened so that we can move
forward. And I hope that you will
be an advocate of having us get off
of where we have been and move
forward to a recognition of that
part of history that is universally
recognized so that we can move
forward in that respect.”

Robert Menendez grew up the
son of Cuban immigrants in Union
City, New Jersey. He has served as
a school board member, a mayor,
and a state legislator. In 1992, he
was elected to the United States
House of Representatives. Mr.
Menendez cosponsored every Ar-
menian Genocide resolution intro-
duced in Congress since his arrival
in 1993. He served on the House
International Relations Commit-
tee, where he twice voted for pas-
sage of the Armenian Genocide
resolution in 2000 and 2005. He
became the highest-ranking His-
panic in Congressional history and
the third-highest ranking Demo-
crat in the House of Representa-

tives when his colleagues elected
him the chairperson of the House
Democratic Caucus in 2002. While
serving as a representative, Mr.
Menendez repeatedly offered re-
marks on the floor of the House in
commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide.

Mr. Menendez was appointed to
the United States Senate by New
Jersey Governor Jon Corzine and
sworn in on January 18, 2006. In
November of that year, he was
elected by the people of New Jer-
sey to serve a full six-year term
as United States senator. He cur-
rently serves on the Senate Com-
mittees on Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs; Energy and Natural
Resources; Budget; Finance; and
Foreign Relations. Senator Menen-
dez is also the chairperson of the
Subcommittee on International
Development and Foreign Assis-
tance, Economic Affairs, and In-
ternational Environmental Protec-
tion of the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

As a mark of his longstanding
bond with the Armenian American
community, in 2005 then-Repre-
sentative Menendez joined hun-
dreds of Armenian-Americans at a
reception in New Jersey honoring
Aram I, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia. In April 2008, Sen-
ator Menendez met with Archbish-
op Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of
the Eastern Prelacy of the Arme-
nian Apostolic Church of America.
For his outstanding commitment
to the community, Senator Menen-
dez was honored in 2007 by the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Federation
Dro Gomideh of New Jersey and
the ANC Western Region, and most
recently in 2009, by the Diocese of
the Armenian Church of America
(Eastern).

Every year, close to 400 Arme-
nian American community mem-
bers and leaders join prominent
Members of Congress, statewide
officials, and state legislators for
the ANcA Eastern Region Annual
Banquet. The 2009 Banquet will
begin at 6:30 p.m. with a cocktail
reception and silent auction, with
the formal program beginning at
8:00 p.m.

connect:
Nairee Hagopian at (312) 615-7698
acaainc.org/banquet

-

-

Time Share for Sale.

One BR (sleeps 4) for 2 weeks at
Capistrano Beach, Dana Point City, CA.

_ _lml'/z hour drive from LA.
Walking distance to beach.
BBQ grill on balcony:

-~ $9000.negotiable
Place call 8189574189 o1

. 8188096211




Above left: Barry
Flanagan’s

Hare on Bell

is installed

in Tamanyan
Sculpture Park.
Above: Fernando
Botero’s Roman
Warrior is
lowered onto its
new pedestal.
Left: People

sit on newly
installed benches,
joining join
Lynn Chadwick’s
Sitting Figures,
in Tamanyan
Sculpture Park,
part of the
Cafesjian Center
for the Arts in

Yerevan.

Yerevans Tamanyan Park is a
sculpture garden

YEREVAN - Tamanyan Park,
which spans the two city blocks
leading to Yerevan’s monumen-
tal Cascade, has been trans-
formed into a sculpture garden,
an integral part of Cafesjian
Center for the Arts.

Yerevan residents and visi-
tors have noticed that Fernan-
do Botero’s Roman Warrior has
been moved from another part
of the center to the sculpture
park. Likewise, Lynn Chad-
wick’s Sitting Figures and Barry
Flanagan’s Hare on Bell have
been relocated to the park.

Unobstructed walkways, long
vistas, and formal garden areas
are elements of the design of
Tamanyan Sculpture Park to
provide a modern setting for
large-scale sculpture by inter-
nationally recognized artists.

In an effort to connect the
entire Yerevan community
with art and culture, Tamanyan
Sculpture Park provides people
with access to contemporary
art beyond the traditional mu-
seum experience.

“The quality of contempo-
rary sculpture presented in Ta-

manyan Sculpture Park is un-
paralleled,” said Michael De
Marsche, executive director of
the Cafesjian Center for the Arts.
“I am sure this unique area will
be experienced and enjoyed by
thousands of visitors each year
as a permanent addition to the
city of Yerevan. There are few cit-
ies in the world with a sculpture
park of this quality,” he added.
The grand opening of the Ca-
fesjian Center for the Arts is
scheduled for November 2009,
and construction at the Cascade
is continuing in anticipation of

this event. The center will offer a
wide variety of exhibitions from
Gerard L. Cafesjian’s private

collection of contemporary art.

A diverse program of visiting

lecturers, classic films, musical
concerts, and numerous educa-
tional programs will augment
the center’s vigorous exhibition

schedule. En

Barry Flanagan, 68, sculptor of hares

The British sculptor Barry Flanagan, whose work Hare on Bell is
on display at the Cafesjian Center for the Arts in Yerevan, died on
August 31 in Ibiza, Spain. The New York Times wrote that he had
“abandoned the idiosyncratic arrangements of common materials
that characterized Postminimal sculpture to make sly if relatively

traditional bronzes of exuberant, loose-limbed hares.”

eh
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Roudolf Kharatian to lead National Bal

WASHINGTON -  Roudolf
Kharatian, choreographer and
ballet teacher, is returning to his
native Armenia, where he has
been appointed artistic director
of the National Ballet of Arme-
nia. Since 1991, when he was in-
vited to join the faculty of the
Kirov Academy of Ballet, he has
resided in Washington.

Trained at the Armenian Na-
tional Ballet School in Yerevan,
Kharatian also studied at the
Vaganova Academy in St. Pe-
tersburg under the legendary
Alexander Pushkin. He began
his professional career as prin-
cipal dancer with the National
Ballet of Armenia, performing
the great male roles in Giselle,
Swan Lake, Romeo and Juliet,
Spartacus and other famous
works. Kharatian enjoyed a
very successful performing ca-
reer spanning 25 years and was
adored by audiences and critics
alike. He also starred in films
and toured the world with Stars
of Soviet Ballet.

A prolific choreographer, in
1979 he founded the Chamber

Ballet of Armenia, which pre-
sented contemporary works
and allowed for greater experi-
mentation and innovation. The
company of 26 dancers was tele-
vised regularly and also toured
widely throughout Europe, the
Middle East, and Asia.
Kharatian has been honored
with many awards and medals
in his career as dancer, chore-
ographer and teacher. He also
holds a master’s degree in cho-
reography and stage produc-
tion from the Moscow Institute
of Theatre Arts (GITIS).
Sincehisarrivalinthenation’s
xapital, Kharatian has been
a respected and much-loved
teacher and coach, producing
many medalists and world-class
dancers. He has been on the
faculty of the Kirov Academy
and the School of the Washing-
ton Ballet. He has guest taught
and lectured throughout North
America and has taught such
companies as American Ballet
Theatre, Boston Ballet, and the
Kirov Maryinsky Ballet.
Washington-area audiences

will have multiple opportuni-
ties to see Kharatian’s work in
the coming months. The duet
Dialogue will be one of the fea-
tured works during the Dance
Metro DC Awards Presenta-
tion at the Kennedy Center’s
Terrace Theatre on Monday
September 14. Kharatian will
be the featured guest at the
March 3, 2010, installment of
“Happenings at the Harman” at
the Harman Theatre. And a ret-
rospective of Kharatian’s work
is planned for March 7, 2010,
at the brand-new Performing
Arts Center in Silver Spring,
Maryland, as part of the “Three
Dancers” program.

Kharatian will take up the
post of Artistic director of the
National Ballet of Armenia at
the end of September 2009. Says
Kharatian: “The National Ballet
of Armenia is a high-level com-
pany of very well-trained danc-
ers. However their worldview
has been limited to the Russian
and Soviet experience. [ hope to
broaden their horizon by intro-
ducing the best works of both

Kef Time Taml:)a E’)ag

Join us at the incredible Hilton on the Beach in Clearwater, January 8th
and 9th, 2010. There will be golf and two amazing nights of dancing
and music. It’s sure to be the best time imaginable!

Christian tradition.

Order Early

Hilton Hotel Rates

is a low $129 per night!

To book your room, call: 800-753-3954

For more information about Kef Time Tampa Bay, please call 1-888-886-9229.

Friday January 8, 2010

Join us for a Golf Tournament then later, Otis
& The Old School Band will play “oldies” for your
enjoyment. There will be a raffle prior to the dance.

Saturday, January 9, 2010

Enjoy spectacular Clearwater Beach right outside
the door of the Hilton. Later, dance to the sounds
of the nationally known Kef Time Band with Richard
Hagopian and Hachig Kazarian. Susanna and Aram
Hovhannisian will entertain throughout the evening with
the Music of Yerevan.

let of Armenia

Roudolf Kharatian. Photo: German Avakian.

past and present from around
the world. More importantly,
Armenia has a rich and unique

tradition in dance and the arts,
which I'look forward to present-
ing to the world.” En

Sunday, January 10, 2010

Experience the majestic beauty of a new local
landmark, St. Hagop Armenian Church. Join our
community in worship and fellowship as His Eminence
Abp. Khajag Barsamian celebrates Divine Liturgy and
Blesses Waters according to the ancient Armenian

Reserve your room and make your arrangements early. There are a limited number of low-cost rooms
available now but they will be gone by late summer. You must have Kef Time Tampa Bay tickets to be
eligible for the discounted rate.

Rates normally run $199 to $399/night. With your Kef Time Tampa Bay tickets, the room rate

Early Registration Order Form
5 fore 4§ _— :

Early registration extended until October 1st

$100 Friday Night Dance Ticket

$150 Saturday Night Dance Ticket
$3000 Sponsor Table (12 dance/4 golf)
$150 Friday & Saturday Dance Ticket

$300 Friday & Sat. Dance Tickets + Golf*

# of tickets
# of tickets
# of tickets
# of tickets

# of tickets,

Total: $

Name

Address

Phone

Saturday night.

Mail your check early! Your deduction will be in 2009.
Cost at the door is $200 Saturday night.

* Best overall value. For only $300 you get golf, ticket to the
Friday night dance and the Famous Kef Time Dance on

Please return this form to:

St. Hagop Armenian Church
7010 90th Avenue North
Pinellas Park, FL 33782
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Angela Sarafyan starring in A Beautiful Life.

Angela Sarafyan to star in A Beautiful Life Oct. 2

NEW YORK - In A Beautiful Life,
which opens in New York City
on October 2, Maggie (Angela
Sarafyan) is a teenage runaway
fleeing her family; David (Jesse
Garcia) is a teenage illegal im-
migrant in search of his. When
their paths cross, both are alone
in the City of Angels, a place
where some come to dream and
others to hide.

A bus drops off Maggie in
downtown Los Angeles late one
night. She is unsure of where
she’s going; she only knows
that she’s not going back home.
After wandering the dangerous
streets for hours, she finally
falls asleep in the one place that
seems safe — the garbage dump
behind a strip club. It’s there
that she’s discovered by David,
who works as a janitor at the
club. He brings her in to let her
use the bathroom and a kind
stripper, Esther (Bai Ling),
takes pity on Maggie, cleaning
her up and begging David to
take her home that night so she
has a warm place to sleep.

Maggie and David at first are
suspicious of each other, but
soon find they have more in
common than they think and
realize that their only chance
of survival in the city may be
if they stick together. In spite
of themselves, they fall in love
and together they struggle to

find the courage to dream and
hope again. Their blossoming
love eventually lowers their
defenses, allowing them to re-
veal their painful pasts to each
other.

Along the way they encoun-
ter hunger, desperation, and
danger. However, they also
find kindness in a local librar-
ian, Susan (Debi Mazar), and
the family they never had with
Esther.

But when Maggie seeks out
her mother’s (Dana Delany)
help, the truth catches up and
she has to decide to face her
past or keep running.

A Beautiful Life reminds us
that a life is not just the singu-
lar story of one person. Rather,
it is the story of all the lives
that intersect with our own and
enrich it.

Angela’s interest in movies
and acting began very early.
She says:

“Ever since I was four years
old, I loved movies. This may
sound ridiculous, but some of
the very first films that had a
profound affect on me were The
Terminator, Terminator 2, and
Robocop. 1 remember watching
Arnold Schwartzenegger die
and thinking, ‘that’s where I
want to be, in a different world,
in this other life, even if [ must
die for it

“My father told me it wasn't
real, but I wouldn’t believe him.
I did see Arnold die with blood.
But the next thing you know,
he is playing Danny DeVito’s
twin. I tried to convince my
father that he must have done
the movie before The Termina-
tor; but eventually I believed my
dad. And decided that I wanted
to be an actor.

“My father was an actor, and
he did not take me seriously - I

also wanted to be a ballerina, a
truck driver, a teacher, doctor, a
store clerk, mother, a pediatri-
cian, a mechanic, a cook, an as-
tronaut, a scientist, an angel, a
smurf (I liked where the smurfs
live).

“I'loved all the cartoons — Tom
and Jerry, certainly Tom was
my favorite — and I wanted to
be a part of that family. May-
be Tom could be my cat, and
I could be Donald Duck’s girl-

friend; I loved Donald from the
Disney Cartoons, and the Loo-
ney Tunes.

“So, now you can under-
stand the mind of a four year
old, or maybe just my mind,
and why my dad didn’t take
me seriously. But you see,
through acting I could live
these lives. OK, maybe not
Donald Duck’s girlfriend, but
it’s always fun to live in my
imagination.” N
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Armenia wins prestigious awards at the

2ond International Book Fair in Moscow

The Armenian pavilion at the
22nd International Book Fair in
Moscow, September 1-7, present-
ed over 250 books, representing
a wide array of different genres
including historical, scientific,
cultural and children’s literature.
The pavilion also featured charts
and posters dedicated to the
5ooth anniversary of Armenian
literary publication.

Eduard Militonyan, head of
the Publishing Work agency
affiliated to Armenia’s Culture
Ministry at a press conference
said that the Armenian pavilion
drew a lot of attention because
of the great variety of multi-
genre and high-quality books.
The albums presenting the
cultural heritage of Armenia
and Nagorno Karabakh were
especially prominent, he said.

“The exhibition is a great
opportunity for Armenian
publishers to begin coopera-
tion and engage in negotiations
with publishing companies
of different countries, as
well as displaying the best
published books,” he said.

Opening ceremony.

Representatives from Tigran
Mets, Antares, Arevik, Edit
Print and other publishing
houses were involved in the
Armenian delegation. Many of
the presented books were sold.

Within the framework of the
exhibition, Armenia won two
awards, one for the 6th Interna-
tional Award for Art Books and
another for Books Published
in the ci1s. Van Khachatur's

“The Color of Armenian
Architecture. 4-19 Centuries”
album published by Tigran Mets
won the first-class award in
the nomination Art Book, and
Gagik Baghdasaryan’s “Yerevan”
won the main award in the
nomination Books Published in
the c1s. The Armenian pavilion
was awarded with a certificate by
the Exhibition Committee-Staff
fortheirannualparticipation. £

Send us your recipes at
reporter.am
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Vahé Berberian comes to Armenia

First international
performance of
Sagayn kicks off in
Yerevan

Armenian painter, author, play-
wright and actor Vahé Berbe-
rian brings a unique perspec-
tive about all things Armenian
to the stage, the written page
and the canvass. Born in Beirut,
Lebanon, Vahé was surrounded
by and absorbed a very intellec-
tual milieu, thanks to his par-
ents whose home was a meeting
place open to friends from the
world of theater, literature and
the arts.

He has come to be known for
his deadpan humor, which usu-
ally has his audience in stitches.
More importantly, he has his
finger on the pulse of Arme-
nians struggling in the weird
and wonderful reality of the Di-
aspora. He has received critical
acclaim for his performances in
the United States, Canada and
the Middle East.

His most recent play entitled
Baron Garbis just concluded its
North American Tour; “In the
Name of the Father and the
Son,” a novel Berberian wrote
in 1998, has been translated
into several languages, includ-
ing French, Arabic and Turkish.

His latest monologue, Sagayn
premiered in Los Angeles in
May 2009 and ran through Au-
gust 2009.

The first international per-
formance of Sagayn kicked off
in Yerevan, Armenia. The in-
spiration for Sagayn came from
Vahé’s Armenian roots and self-
awareness - the community,
the family, the Diaspora, the
Republic, depicting Armenians
in their day-to-day life.

While Vahé Berberian has
been to Armenia before and
had been on stage in 2006 for a
limited audience, this two-day
show, organized by Deem Com-
munications was his first per-
formance in Armenia.

On Thursday, September 17,
Vahé presented his one-man
show at the Moscow Cinema in
Yerevan to a sold-out crowd.

On Friday, September 18,
a more exclusive show took
place at 32 Comedy Club, at-
tended by a variety of guests,
including influential Arme-
nian artists and business rep-
resentatives as well as many
prominent Armenian Diaspo-
rans and foreign visitors. After
the main performance by Ber-
berian, a local jazz band, Nooz,
took the stage to play some
ambient jazz music while the
guests mingled and personally
met with Vahé. 3

Vahé Berberian.
Photo: Mkhitar
Khachatryan/

Photolure.

Brazil's Stepan Nercessian

Stepan Nercessian:

A country where
many soap operas
are born

Those who follow Brazilian soap
operas undoubtedly know Ste-
pan Nercessian very well. Re-
cently Armenia TV aired a Bra-
zilian soap opera starring this
well-known Latin actor who was
in Yerevan recently. One could
say that his visit was an official
one as he came upon the invi-
tation of the Brazilian Embassy
in Armenia to help strengthen
Armenian-Brazilian friendship.
But in reality what brought him
here was the desire to see his
historic homeland.

And when people in Yerevan
saw the 55 year-old Stepan Ner-
cessian in person, they couldn’t
help being taken by his star
quality. He was smiling at ev-
eryone, willingly have his photo
taken with each and every per-
son who wanted to and when
necessary spoke Portuguese,
the language that had become
so intimate to him while star-
ring in soap operas.

Question: Mr. Nercessian,
dose having an Armenian name
in Brazil’s movie industry help

or hinder you in your career as
an actor?

Stepan Nercessian: It’s not
about helping or hindering. It
is simply that my first and last
name is not common and is
difficult to remember. For this
reason, it was even suggested
that I change my name initially;
however I said that I am not
ready to give up my name. It
became clear that having an Ar-
menian name did not hurt me
in any way in achieving success.

Q: If you had, perhaps your
father wouldn’t have forgiven
you...perhaps even your moth-
er...

SN: No, my mother is Brazil-
ian. My parents met in the city
of Koyaz, where my father had
ended with a group of orphans
from the Armenian Genocide.

Q: Usually actors enter the
film industry as a result of good
luck. Was that what happened
in your case?

SN: Yes, my first role hap-
pened completely by surprise.
At the age of 14 I tried out for
a part in the film, “South of
Marselon.” Over 200 boys were
trying to get cast in the lead role
for the film. I tried out as a joke
and surprisingly they chose me.

The film was very successful.

Q: Can you tell us how many
films you have appeared in?

SN: I have appeared in 54
movies. Those are only the films
[one of those films “Dance Hall”
was shown in Yerevan recently],
not counting a number of soap
operas.

Q: One has to assume that ac-
tors are so loved and respected
in Brazil that they also have the
opportunity to get involved in
politics.

SN: Yes, but not everyone is
successful. People don’t only
vote for you because you are
an actor; politics is a very seri-
ous game. [Stepan Nercessian
is a member of Brazil’s social
democratic party and is dep-
uty chair of Rio des Janeiro’s
city council. On his initiative,
a resolution has been pre-
sented to Brazil’'s parliament
to have April 24 recognized as
the official day to commemo-
rate the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide].

Q: Perhaps one day a film will
be made about the Armenians?

SN: I think that it’s worth-
while to think about that be-
cause Armenians have a lot of
stories to tell. 3
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Composer and pianist Michel Legrand in Armenia

Performs in his first-
ever gala concert in
the homeland

World famous Michel Legrand,
composer, conductor and pia-
nist of Armenian descent was in
Armenia this past week where
he received the presidential
Medal of Honor and performed
in a sold-out concert in Yerevan.

Stating that “Armenian mu-
sic is in my blood,” Michel Le-
grand had a special meeting
with President Serge Sargsian,
where he received the esteemed
Medal of Honor for his contri-
bution to world music.

According to the presidential
press office, Serge Sargsian stat-
ed that he was honored to meet
with the renowned musician.
“Formeitisagreathonor to meet
you — one of the beloved sons
of our nation, who has a great
investment in the world music
of the second half of the 20th
century. It is thanks to bright
individuals like you that our
nation becomes more recognized
in the world. Armenians love
you and are proud of you,” the
president said.

For his part, Legrand said,
“Every time when there is an
occasion to visit Armenia, it
seems [ return to my ethnic
roots. Armenian music is close
to my heart and it flows in my
veins.” During their meeting,
President Sargsian and Michel
Legrand touched upon issues
of importance to the Armenian
people.

On September 15, a gala con-
cert organized by City Light
Productions, Malkhas Jazz
Club and sponsored by the
Armenian Culture Ministry
and the Embassy of Armenia
in Moscow, took place in the
Aram Khachaturyan Opera
House featuring Michel Le-
grand.

Taking part in the g9o-min-
ute concert was the Armenian
State Youth Orchestra, under
the leadership of conductor
Sergey Smbatyan. Also per-
forming was Michel Legrand’s
wife, renowned harpist Cath-
erine Michel and the compos-
er’s sister, soprano Christian
Legrand who was the soloist
with the Swingle Singers vocal
ensemble.

Levon Malkhasian of Mal-
khas Jazz Club told reporters
that while Legrand has per-
formed in Armenia before in a
collective concert, this was his
first solo concert in Yerevan. He
performed soundtracks from
famous films and concert arias
with the vocalist. “One can’t but
note the influence his musichad
on the musicians of the whole
world,” Malkhasian said.

Legrand has written the

Michel Legrand
on stage

in Yerevan.
Photos: Tigran
Tadevosyan/

Photolure.

Michel Legrand performing with his sister, soprano Christian Legrand.

scores for more than 200 films,
a number of musicals, and
has recorded more than 100
albums. He is a three-time
Oscar and five-time Grammy
winner. His first album, “I Love
Paris” has become a bestseller.
Mr. Legrand has worked with
Edith Piaf, Charles Aznavour,
Liza Minelli, Catherine De-
neuve and other renowned
artists.

The world famous composer
is the son of Armenian pianist
Haykuhi Marsel Ter-Mikaelian.
His grandfather - Sargis Ter-
Mikaelian came to France in
1917.

“He was a true Armenian very
emotional and lavish,” Legrand
said of his grandfather. “I lived
with my mother six years in
his house. When my sister and
I visited Armenia for the first
time and stayed in Yerevan for
a week we found our relatives.
It was very surprising to touch
our roots.”

Michel Legrand will soon start

shooting a movie, “Blind Love”
in India. “The genre is misunder-
stood in the world. Notre Dame

Legrand and his wife Catherine Michel meeting with President Serge Sargsian.

de Paris, for instance, is not a
musical, but just a collection of
songs. Everybody is shooting movie,” he noted.

movie these days, so I thought
a musician could also direct a

¥
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21 September 22 September 23 September 24 September

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
EST PST
09:30PM 12:30AM  Kyangi Gine Bari Gisher hayer Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer
10:00 PM 1:00 AM Kyangi Gine - Repeat 1 Kyangi Gine - Repeat 2 Kyanqi Gine - Repeat 3
10:30 PM  1:30 AM Unlucky Happiness-Repeat1  Unlucky Happines-Repeat 2 Unlucky Happiness-Repeat 3
11:00 PM 2:00 AM News News News
11:30 PM  2:30 AM Khohanotz Khohanotz Khohanotz
12:00 AM 3:00 AM 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres
12:30 AM 3:30 AM Repeat Repeat Repeat Repeat
1:00 AM 4:00 AM Sassounian Commentary News News News
1:30 AM  4:30 AM  Unlucky Happiness Hamerg Harsaniq Harsaniq
2:00 AM 5:00 AM Repeat Mer Lezun, Mer Xosqe Mer lezun, Mer Xosge
2:30 AM  5:30 AM Mer Lezun, Mer Xosge Los Armenios Kargin haghordum
3:00 AM 6:00 AM News News News
3:30 AM  6:30 AM  Bari Louys Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer
4:00 AM  7:00 AM
4:30 AM  7:30 AM
5:00 AM 8:00 AM 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres
5:30 AM  8:30 AM Repeat 6 1 Repeat 2 Repeat 3 Repeat
6:00 AM 9:00 AM  Yere1 Blef Mi Katil Meghr Los Armenios
6:30 AM  9:30 AM  Sassounian Commentary News News News
7:00AM  10:00AM Hamerg Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happiness
7:30 AM  10:30 AM Repeat 1 Repeat 2 Repeat 3
8:00AM  11:00 AM Mi Katil Meghr Los Armenios Kargin Haghordum
8:30AM  11:30 AM  Fort Boyatd-HAYER Kyangqi Gine Kyangi Gine Kyangi Gine
9:00AM  12:00 AM Repeat 1 Repeat 2 Repeat 3
9:30 AM  12:30PM Film Imigrants Imigrants Imigrants
10:00 AM 01:00 PM 1 2 3
10:30 AM 01:30 AM Bari Luys Hayer Bari Luys Hayer Bari Luys Hayer
11:00 AM  02:00 PM
11:30 AM  02:30 PM  Americayi dzayn
12:00PM 03:00PM Mer Lezun, Mer Xosqe Mi Katil Meghr Mi Katil Meghr
12:30 PM  03:30 PM  Khohanotz Khohanotz Khohanotz
01:00PM 04:00PM YO YO YO YO YO YO Aybenaran
01:30PM 04:30PM News News News News
02:00PM 05:00PM 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres
02:30PM  05:30 PM 1 original 2 original 3 original 4 original
03:00PM  06:00 PM Harsaniq Harsaniq Harsaniq
03:30 AM 06:30 AM Yere1 Mi Katil Meghr Mer Lezun, Mer xosqe
04:00PM 07:00PM Blef Los Armenios Mi Katil Meghr
04:30 AM 07:30 AM News News News News
05:00PM 08:00PM Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happinnes
05:30 PM  08:30 PM Original 1 2 Original 3 Original 4 Original
06:00PM 09:00PM Mi Katil Meghr Los Armenios Kargin Haghordum Blef
06:30PM 09:30PM  Kyangqi Gine Kyangi Gine Kyangi Gine Kyangi Gine
07:00PM 10:00PM  Original 1 Original 2 Original 3 Original 4
07:30PM  10:30PM  Imigrants Imigrants Imigrants Imigrants
08:00PM 11:00 PM 1 2 3 1
08:30PM  11:30PM  Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer Bari Gisher Hayer
09:00 PM 12:00 AM

24l — 27

25 September
ERIDAY SATURDAY
Bari Gisher Hayer Yere1

Kyangi Gine - Repeat 4
Unlucky Happiness-Repeat 4

26 September

27 September
SUNDAY

Unlucky Happiness

Kyangqi gine - Repeat 5
Unlucky Happiness-Repeat 5

News News Sassounian Commentary
Khohanotz Khohanotz Unlucky Happiness
2 Yeres 2 Yeres
Repeat Repeat
News News Sassounian Commentary
Harsaniq HAYTNUTYUN Yere1
Kargin Haghordum Blef
Blef Harsaniq
News News
Bari Gisher Hayer Hamerg Sassounyan Commentary
Mankakan Hot Line
Mer lezun, mer xosqe Mi Katil Mrghr
2 Yeres 2 Yeres 2 Yeres
4 Repeat 5 Repeat 6 Repeat
Mi Katil Meghr Kargin Haghordum Hayfilm
News News Sassounian Commentary
Unlucky Happiness Unlucky Happiness Mi katil Meghr
Repeat 4 Repeat 5 Los Armenios
Blef Kargin haghordum
Kyangi Gine Kyangi Gine Fort Boyard-Hayer
Repeat 4 Repeat 5
Imigrants Imigrants Imigrants
1 2 3
Bari Luys Hayer Bari Luys Hayer
Blef
Yere1
Mer Lezun, Mer xosqe Arajnordaran Arajnordaran
Khohanotz Gor
Aybenaran Vardanyan Armenian Teletime
News Sassounian Commentary
2 Yeres 2 Yeres
5 oreiginal 6 original
Harsaniq Harsaniq Class Prof.
Kargin Haghordum Hot Line Hot Line
Mi Katril Meghr HayFilm Hamerg
News Sassounian Commentary Sassounian Commentary
Unlucky Happiness Mi katil Meghr Hamerg
5 Original Los Armenios
Kargin Haghordum Fort Boyard-HAYER
Kyangi Gine Fort Boyard-HAYER
Original 5 Film
Imigrants Imigrants
2 3
Bari Gisher hayer
Yere1

Exhibition of rare Armenian postcards opens in Yerevan

The opening of an exhibition en-
titled, “My Dear Brother, Arme-
nians in Turkey 100 Years Ago,”
took place on September 15 at
the Moscow Theater in Yerevan.

Through the initiative of the
Civilitas Foundation and Turk-
ish historian Osman Koker’s
publishing house Birzaman-
lar, this exhibition, which was
brought to Armenia from Istan-
bul, represents the substantial
presence of Armenians in doz-
ens of cities and villages within
the Ottoman Empire.

The collection of Orlando
Calumeno’s postcards includes
thosepublished from1900-1910,
which tell the story of the lives
of Armenians, the Armenian
Church, schools, the many fac-
tories, restaurants, hotels and
other establishments owned by
Armenians during those years.

The collection of more than
4000 posted postcards and
envelopes include those from
Aintab, Marash, Seytoun, Kes-
saria, Moush, Van, Erzerum,
Kars and many other cities and
villages. They depict the daily
existence and preoccupation of
the Armenians, including the
many charitable works under-
taken by missions of interna-
tional organizations in Arme-
nian neighborhoods, historical
sites and events of the day.

Five hundred of the postcards
were exhibited for the first time
in June, 2005 in Istanbul at an
exhibition entitled, “My Dear

Brother,” through the efforts
of historian and publisher Os-
man Koker. Subsequently, the
exhibition then traveled to Val-
lencia, Munich, Frankfurt, Co-
logne, and Geneva. Mr. Korker
has published a four hundred-
page book of the postcard col-
lection.

At the opening of the exhi-
bition, Osman Koker said that
in Turkey, history is presented
from a Turkish point of view.
“This is fundamentally notewor-
thy from the point of view of
the history of cities. Starting
from grade 3, the history of the
city is part of the school cur-
riculum. Here they are taught
that this city was founded by
the Turks, or the meaning of
another city’s name originated
from the Turks; legends are wo-
ven around a city’s Turkishness.
For example, they tie the origin
of the name of the city of Tokat
with the Tokats of the race of
Turan. No importance at all is
placed, that this opinion is con-
trary to basic information, be-
cause the Turks came to Anato-
lia only in the 11th century and
when they came, those cities
had been long established,” Os-
man Koéker said in his speech at
the opening of the exhibition.

He said that the reason he
wrote a book and organized
this exhibition was to try and
stop this incorrect concept of
history. “As a result of endless
efforts, my book, ‘Armenians in

Left: Cover of
Osman Koker’s
Armenians in
Turkey 100 Years
Ago.

Below: Osman
Kéker.

Photos: Hayk
Badalyan/
Photolure.

Turkey 100 Years Ago,” was pub-
lished and the exhibition ‘My
Dear Brother’ opened in Istan-
bul. The 11-day exhibition had
more than 7000 visitors. That
is the highest number of visi-
tors to an exhibition in Turkey
in recent years,” said Mr. Koker.
“Both Turks and Armenians ex-
pressed interest in the exhibi-
tion.”

[t is interesting to note, that
Osman Koker couldn’t find a
publisher in Turkey who was
willing to publish a book that
documented the existence of
the Armenians in the Otto-
man Empire. For this reason,
he opened his own publishing
house specifically to have his
book published.

Haypost was the sponsor of

this exhibition and the direc-
tor of Civilitas, Salpi Ghazarian
welcomed their participation.
Of the more than 4000 post-
cards, 500 were chosen to be

part of this exhibition and as
Ms. Ghazarian noted, it was a
valuable exhibition in its con-

Continued on page 17 ]
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Watch Armenia TV on Dish Network. To get a dish and subscribe, call 1-888-284-7116 toll free.
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21 September

MONDAY

EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
6:00 9:00 Yere1
6:30 9:30 Cost of life-
Serial
7:30 10:30 Immigrants-
New Film
8:00 11:00 Good
Night,Armenians
9:30 12:30 Cost of life-
Serial
10:15 13:15 Immigrants-
New Film
11:00 14:00 News in
Armenian
11:30 14:30 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
12:10 15:10 Telekitchen
12:40 15:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
13:00 16:00 News in
Armenian
14:00 17:00 Blef
14:30 17:30 Our
Language,Our Speech
15:00 18:00 News in
Armenian
15:30 18:30 Yere1
16:00 19:00 Two Faces-
Serial
16:40 19:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
17:10 20:10 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
17:45 20:45 Immigrants-
New Film
18:15 21:15 Cost of life-
Serial
19:00 22:00 News in
Armenian
19:30 22:30 Good
Morning,Armenians
21:00 0:00 News in
Armenian
21:30 0:30  Celebrity-New
Serial
22:20 1:20 Telekitchen
23:00 2:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
0:00 3:00 Cost of life-
Serial
0:45 3:45 Immigrants-
New Film
1:30 4:30 News in
Armenian
2:00 5:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
2:30 5:30 Yere1
3:00 6:00 Celebrity-New
Serial
4:00 7:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

Exhibition of
rare Armenian
postcards opens

in Yerevan

1 Continued from page 16

tent and for the fact that it was
done by a Turkish publisher
based on a Turkish collection.

scientists
know very well that publica-
tions, which are not books but
rather postcards, posters, bro-
chures, stamps are the most
valuable evidence of the life
of any society. It is possible
to consider these postcards a
social history. It is possible to
view these postcards with tears,
pride or political awareness. We
have to understand our com-
mon history to build a peaceful
future in our region,” said Salpi
Ghazarian. “These postcards il-
lustrate our history; they prove
the lost presence of the Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire.
I don’t want to say that this is
only our loss, for it is a loss of
an entire existence for world

“Librarians and

history.”

The exhibition will run till

September 28.

22 September

TUESDAY

EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
6:00 9:00 Los-Armenos
6:30 9:30 Cost of life-
Serial
7:30 10:30 Immigrants-
New Film
8:00 11:00 Good
Night,Armenians
9:30 12:30 Cost of life-
Serial
10:15 13:15 Immigrants-
New Film
11:00 14:00 News in
Armenian
11:30 14:30 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
12:10 15:10 Telekitchen
12:40 15:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
13:00 16:00 News in
Armenian
13:30 16:30 Yere1
14:00 17:00 A Drop of
Honey
14:30 17:30 Blef
15:00 18:00 News in
Armenian
15:30 18:30 Los-Armenos
16:00 19:00 Celebrity-New
Serial
16:40 19:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
17:10 20:10 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
17:45 20:45 Immigrants-
New Film
18:15 21:15 Cost of life-
Serial
19:00 22:00 News in
Armenian
19:30 22:30 Good
Morning,Armenians
21:00 0:00 News in
Armenian

21:30 0:30 Two Faces-Serial

22:20 1:20  Celebrity-New
Serial

23:00 2:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial

0:00 3:00 Cost of life-
Serial

0:45 3:45 Immigrants-
New Film

1:30 4:30 News in
Armenian

2:00 5:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

2:30 5:30 Los-Armenos
3:00 6:00 Celebrity-New
Serial

4:00 7:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

23 September

WEDNESDAY
EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial

6:00 9:00 Los-Armenos
6:30 9:30 Cost of life-
Serial

7:30 10:30 Immigrants-
New Film

8:00 11:00 Good
Night,Armenians

9:30 12:30 Cost of life-
Serial

10:15 13:15 Immigrants-
New Film

11:00 14:00 News in
Armenian

11:30 14:30 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial

12:10 15:10 Telekitchen
12:40 15:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

13:00 16:00 News in
Armenian

13:30 16:30 Los-Armenos
14:00 17:00 A Drop of
Honey

14:30 17:30 Our

Language,Our Speech

15:00 18:00 News in
Armenian
15:30 18:30 Yere1

16:00 19:00 Celebrity-New

Serial

16:40 19:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

17:10 20:10 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial

17:45 20:45 Immigrants-
New Film

18:15 21:15 Cost of life-
Serial

19:00 22:00 News in
Armenian

19:30 22:30 Good
Morning,Armenians

21:00 0:00 News in
Armenian

21:30 0:30  Celebrity-New
Serial

22:20 1:20 Telekitchen
23:00 2:00 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial

0:00 3:00 Cost of life-Serial
0:45 3:45 Immigrants-
New Film

1:30 4:30 News in
Armenian

2:00 5:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

2:30 5:30 Yere1
3:00 6:00 Celebrity-New
Serial

4:00 7:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

24 September
THURSDAY
EST PST

4:30 7:30 News in

Armenian

5:00 8:00 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial

6:00 9:00  Cool Program

6:30 9:30 Cost of life-

Serial

7:30 10:30 Immigrants-

New Film

8:00 11:00 Good

Night,Armenians

9:30 12:30 Cost of life-

Serial

10:15 13:15 Immigrants-

New Film

11:00 14:00 News in

Armenian

11:30 14:30 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial

12:10 15:10 Telekitchen

12:40 15:40 My Big, Fat

Armenian Wedding

13:00 16:00 News in

Armenian

13:30 16:30 Yere1

14:00 17:00 A Drop of

Honey

15:00 18:00 News in

Armenian

15:30 18:30
16:00 19:00

Cool Program
Celebrity-New

Serial

16:40 19:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

17:10 20:10 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial

17:45 20:45 Immigrants-
New Film

18:15 21:15 Cost of life-
Serial

19:00 22:00 News in
Armenian

19:30 22:30 Good
Morning,Armenians

21:00 0:00 News in
Armenian

21:30 0:30  Celebrity-New
Serial

22:20 1:20 Telekitchen
23:00 2:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial

0:00 3:00 Cost of life-
Serial

0:45 3:45 Immigrants-
New Film

1:30 4:30 News in
Armenian

2:00 5:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

2:30 5:30 Cool Program
3:00 6:00 Celebrity-New
Serial

4:00 7:00 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding

25 September

FRIDAY

EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
6:00 9:00 Yere1
6:30 9:30 Cost of life-
Serial
7:30 10:30 Immigrants-
New Film
8:00 11:00 Good
Night,Armenians
9:30 12:30 Cost of life-
Serial
10:15 13:15 Immigrants-
New Film
11:00 14:00 News in
Armenian
11:30 14:30 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
12:10 15:10 Telekitchen
12:40 15:40 My Big, Fat
Armenian Wedding
13:00 16:00 News in
Armenian
13:30 16:30  Cool Program
14:00 17:00 Our

Language,Our Speech

26 September

SATURDAY
EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 Blef
5:30 8:30 Hello, it’s me
6:00 9:00  Cool Program
6:30 9:30 Fort Boyard
7:30 10:30 Nostalgy
9:00 12:00 For Adults
9:30 12:30 Unhappy
Happiness-Serial
11:00 14:00 News in
Armenian
12:00 15:00 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial
13:00 16:00 News in
Armenian

13:30 16:30 The Armenian

27 September
SUNDAY
EST PST
4:30 7:30 News in
Armenian
5:00 8:00 A Drop of
Honey
5:30 8:30 Hello, it’s me
6:00 9:00 Fort Boyard
7:00 10:00 The Armenian
Film
9:00 12:00 For Adults
9:00 12:00 Cost of life-

Serial

13:00 16:00 VOA(The Voice

of America)
13:30 16:30 Yo-Yo
14:00 17:00 Unhappy

Happiness-Serial

15:00 18:00 News in Film .
Armenian i 19:00 22:00 News in
15:30 18:30 Yere1 15:00 18:00 News in Armenian
16:00 19:00 Celebrity-New Armenian
Serial 19:30 22:30 Good
16:40 19:40 My Big, Fat ~ 15:30 18:30 Yere1 Morning A )
; ; orning,Armenians
Armenian Wedding .56 20:00 Celebrity-New g
17:10 20:10 Unhappy . 21:00 0:00 News in
Happiness-Serial Serial
17:45 20:45 Immlgrapts- 18:00 21:00 A Drop of Armenian
New Film .
18:15 21:15 Cost of life- Honey  21:30 0:30 Celebrity-New
Serial .
19:00 22:00 News in 18:50 21:50 Our Serial
Armenian Language,Our Speech ~ 22:20 1:20 Telekitchen
19:20 22:20 The Armenian .
Film  19:30 22:30 The Armenian  23:10 2:10 Our Alphabet
21:00 0:00 News in Film . .
Armenian 23:30 2:30 A Drop of
21:30 0:30  Celebrity-New 21:30 0:30 Our Alphabet Honey
Serial . .
22:30 1330 A Drop of 22:00 1:00  Cool Program 045 3:45 Hello, it’s me
Honey  22:20 1:20 Yere1 .
A n 1:30 4:30 News in
23:00 2:00 Unhappy 23:45 2 Los-Armen
Happiness-Serial 3i45 2:45 08 enos Armenian
0:00 3:00 Cost of life-  o0:20 3:20 Blef
Serial . 2:00 5:00 Our
0:45 345 Immigrants- 45 345 Hello, s me Language,Our Speech
NIe\IW Fﬂ?n 1:00 4:00 Cost of life- £uage, P
1:30 4:30 ews 1n . 2:30 5:30 Blef
Armenian Serial 30 53
2:00 5:00 My Big, Fat ;.50 5:00 vOA(The Voice  3:°° 6:00 Celebrity-New
Armenian Wedding .
2:30 5:30 Yere1 of America) Serial
3:00 6:00 Celebrity-New . . Yo-Ye 4:00 7:00 My Big, Fat
Serial 2:30 5:30 o-Yo 2 7: y big,
4:00 7:00 Los-Armenos  3:20 6:20 Nostalgy3 Armenian Wedding
Your news goes right here
See an “ian” on the credits? Point and click an ‘e’ to

www.myspace.com/aragletsparty

RIT’S KEF TIME

FEAANAHERKINAR

¥

Watch a Hye on your local
news? Write the Reporter, and
we'll get crackin’ to profile
the son or daughter of Hayk
in an upcoming issue.

connect:

arts@reporter.am (dot am
on the ‘net is for all things
Armenian!).

arts@reporter.am

Let us know what’s on your mind.
Write to us at

letters@reporter.am
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George Keverian memorial video launched on YouTube

EVERETT, Mass. - A memo-
rial service was held on August 16
for George Keverian, the former
Speaker of the Massachusetts
House of Representatives. The me-
morial service began at Glenwood
Cemetery in Everett, with a prayer,
and then continued at Anthony’s
of Malden. Over 150 family, friends,
and associates attended this event,
paying tribute to the memory of a
devoted public servant.

George’s brother, Dr. Jack
Keverian, unveiled a video that
chronicled his life. Jack identified
those factors that led to George’s
core beliefs and how those be-
liefs guided him throughout his
life. Dr. Keverian put forth this
proposition:

“George’s life story can change the
lives of young people who are will-
ing to understand, not only what
he accomplished, but what guided

him to the heights he reached,” said
Dr. Keverian.

George grew up in Everett, the
city to which he would dedicate
his life’s work. The elementary
school he attended as a youth was
renamed as the George Keverian
School in 2002. He was the valedic-
torian of his Everett High School
Class of 1949, where he defined his
basic beliefs at the early age of 18:

“We, who desire this democracy
above all things, must take it seri-
ously. We can help its growth by
our knowledge of it, and above all,
by our service to it.”

In this same speech he revealed
another early conviction:

“Service should not be rendered
as a favor conferred, or as a debt,
but as a simple, natural devotion to
our fellow man.”

George carried and practiced
those beliefs throughout his life.

He was state representative from
Everett for 24 years, serving as
Speaker of the House from 1985
through 1990 for a period of six
years. During his life he helped

countless constituents many
who became part of his extended
family.

George Keverian was a true
public servant. He was selfless. He
put aside personal gain as a politi-
cian, and focused on solving those
issues that confronted the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts. As
Speaker in 1988, he brought fiscal
balance to the commonwealth dur-
ing the financial and political cri-
sis of that era, without the use of
autocratic rule and without caus-
ing undue injury to the truly vul-
nerable citizens of the common-
wealth. George became known as
the “Speaker who Believed in De-
mocracy.”

George Keverian.
Photo: Boston
Globe.

The video shown at this memo-
rial service was produced as a col-
laborative effort with Everett Ca-
ble. It can be seen at http://www.
youtube.com/ . In the Search Box
type “Speaker George Keverian.”
The entire video is 17 minutes
long and is presented in three
scenarios. George’s brother is re-

questing everyone who watches
this video to forward a link to
their friends and family. He is
asking for comments and sug-
gestions to be sent to: jkeveriane@
alum.mit.edu.

“George; Rest in Peace.” conclud-
ed his brother Jack. “You have ac-
complished your life’s mission.” 3

Little hearts: Two Armenian-Americans create documentary
about child protection in Armenia

by Simone Paklaian and
Alexa Sapah-Gulian

NEW YORK [y - We are both high
school students who live in Con-
necticut and spend the summers
on Cape Cod, where we work at Eu-
lindas, a local ice cream shop. But
this summer wasn’t like the past
ten we've spent at the Cape. This
summer we made the decision to
go to Armenia during a portion of
our break, work at the Child Pro-
tection Center, and then create a
documentary about it to develop
global awareness.

When we first heard about the
Child Protection Center, which is
run by the Fund for Armenian Re-
lief (FAR), we felt that the work be-
ing accomplished was very impor-
tant and we decided to get involved.

Through our research, we learned
that this was a one-of-a-kind center
in Armenia, which is responsible
for protecting abused children on
a short-term basis until long-term
plans can be set. Itis a program that
originated in conjunction with the
Yerevan Police Department, which,
in earlier days, routinely picked up
abandoned children off the streets
and placed them in facilities — fa-
cilities that didn’t address the long-
term needs of the children.

This Child Protection Center pro-

Although Alexa and Simone fell in love with all the children, they formed a very
close bond with these two young sisters. They promised to make sure that they

have them as two godmothers from America always watching over them through

the rest of their lives.

gram fills that void by not only pro-
viding for the physical needs of the
children, but also by addressing their
psychological issues and long-term
prospects. Instead of placing them in
orphanages, the Center looks to re-
unite them with their families, where
and when appropriate, or to a loving
foster home as a better solution.
Since this program first started
more than 10 years ago, it had
grown to the point that the Cen-
ter’s Hotline and National Refer-
ral Network has brought in more
children that are in desperate need

of a second chance than the origi-
nal police efforts did. Since the
program was started, it has helped
over 6,000 children, most of whom
are between 4 and 16 years old.

So when the time came, we
boarded the plane in New York that
was bound for Armenia, unaware
of what to expect. Though we had
been thoroughly briefed on paper,
neither of us could have been pre-
pared for what we would experience.
We were picked up from the airport
in Yerevan by Garnik Nanagou-
lian, FAR’s executive director, and

Peter Balakian.

Peter Balakian to lecture at Bergen
Community College Oct. 8

PARAMUS, N.J.¢ - Noted au-
thor and Teaneck, N.J., native
Peter Balakian, who has written
extensively about the Armenian
experience, will speak at Bergen
Community College on Thursday,
October 8, at 6 p.m.

Mr. Balakian’s visit, arranged
by the college’s Peace, Justice and
Reconciliation Center and the Cen-
ter for the Study of Intercultural
Understanding, brings the nation-
ally recognized author and scholar
to Bergen to discuss the struggle
of the Armenian people in the late
19th and early 20th centuries as
well as their history, poetry, and
literature.

Mr. Balakian serves as the Don-
ald M. and Constance H. Rebar
Professor of the Humanities and
director of creative writing in Col-
gate University’s English depart-

ment. He was also the university’s
first director of its Center for Eth-
ics and World Societies.

Mr. Balakian won the PEN/
ALbrand Prize for his memoir,
Black Dog of Fate, which earned
New York Times Notable Book
honors. He was the recipient of
a 1999 Guggenheim Fellowship, a
2004 National Endowment for the
Arts Fellowship, and the 2005 Ra-
phael Lemkin Prize for his book,
The Burning Tigris: The Armenian
Genocide and America’s Response.

His address will take place in the
Moses Family Meeting and Train-
ing Center (Technology Education
Center room 128) at the College,
400 Paramus Road.

connect:
kchu@bergen.edu
1-201-447-9232

some of the in-country staff. We
were told that we would be going to
the Child Protection Center for our
first day of work the next day.

The following morning we drove
through the streets of Yerevan in
awe of our surroundings. We had
never been to Armenia and it was
different from anything we had
pictured. Both of us could not wait
to arrive at the Center. Though ner-
vous, we walked into the building
confident. We were greeted by ex-
ecutive director of the Child Protec-
tion Center, Dr. Mira Antonyan,
and we began our day.

Her enthusiasm and passion for
the Center instantly calmed our
nerves and she began to give us a
tour of the facility. Initially it was
difficult for us to communicate
with the children because of our
inability to speak fluent Armenian.
They soon understood, however,
and began to work with us and
accepted our lack of perfect ver-
bal communication. But what we
did realize is that communication
comes in different forms. A laugh,
hug, high-five, or smile were all
evident, and made us connect with
the children on a level that speak-
ing would not be able to reach. We
soon found ourselves anxious to re-
turn to the Center and be with the
children that we came to know so
well after a day.

Once we knew the children a
little better, and had become famil-
iar with how the Center was run,
we were able to interview a few of
them and hear more of their stories
for our documentary. In addition
to their individual stories, we were
able to accompany the FAR case
workers around the country as they
conducted follow-up interviews
with families who had already ben-
efited from the Center.

We also got involved as children
were brought into the Center, and
initially evaluated for admission. In
one case, we were heartbroken to see
two young brothers, five and eight
years old, brought in by the police
because they had been wandering
the streets for the last week after
being abandoned by their mother.

Although that was shocking,
what surprised us even more was
their quick rebound. After being
admitted to the Center, they were
cleaned up, given new clothes, and
within a few hours were already
involved in playing with the other
children.

While the psychological wounds
of being separated from their moth-
er will probably take a great deal of

time to heal, at least outwardly it
was a step in the right direction.

During all of these interactions,
we were both concerned that their
life stories were too personal to
share, and that they would hold
back. But we were surprised to find
that they were more than willing to
share their background with others.

These children and families told
their stories with sincerity. Every-
one in the room could tell how com-
fortable the children felt around us
because even though we came off
as adults, we have the hearts of
children as they do. We both found
the stories of their broken families
and difficult childhoods devastat-
ing, but it showed us how much the
Child Protection Center had really
changed their lives for the better.
They all seemed truly happy there
and we were so thankful that we
could experience a portion of their
lives with them.

As the days went on, we grew
more attached to each child and
developed a personal connection
with each of them. We knew them
all by name, and they knew us,
too. Whether it involved working
in the kitchen and serving them
their meals, letting them act out
by painting, singing or dancing,
or by just simple play, we were al-
ways greeted with ample amounts
of hugs and kisses everyday. It was
nearly impossible for us to leave.
Our final day, they followed our car
out of the facility and would have
come with us if we had let them.

When we spoke to Mira the next
day, she told us they were asking for
us. This made our departure from
Armenia bittersweet and more dif-
ficult than we both anticipated.

We boarded the plane home with a
very different mindset. We both had
bags full of pictures and gifts from
the children and these would serve
as constant reminders of the small
things that make them happy in life.

This experience made us realize
that we take everything we have
for granted, and the simplicity of
alaugh or a smile should be able to
fulfill our needs, as it did for these
little boys and girls. We will both
have their smiling faces etched in
our memories. Though they will
grow up and find happiness on
their own, we hope we changed
their lives as much as they changed
ours, even if they did only know
us for a short amount of time. We
could not have asked for a better
experience in Armenia, and though
the pictures will fade, our memo-
ries will last a lifetime. Ens
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Founder Yervant Zorian discusses the launch of AGBU’s
Armenian Virtual College

NEW YORK @ - The AGBU Arme-
nian Virtual College (avc) (http://
www.avc-agbu.org/) went online
earlier this year for a summer trial
session that attracted hundreds of
eager students from every corner
of the world. They logged on to
learn more about this innovative
Internet-based accredited distance-
learning program that provides
courses in Armenian history, lan-
guage, and culture, while allowing
students to choose from six lan-
guages of instruction:Western and
Eastern Armenian, English, Rus-
sian, French, and Spanish.

The driving force behind this
groundbreaking Armenian school is
AGBU Board Member and Avc found-
er, Yervant Zorian. Zorian is the
vice-president and chief scientist of
Virage Logic, an IT company operat-
ing both in Armenia and the United
States. He was elected to the AGBU
Central Board of Directors last year
during the organization’s 8s5th Gen-
eral Assembly. He serves as a trustee
of the American University of Arme-
nia and chairperson of AGBU Silicon
Valley, and was recently elected to be
a Foreign Member of Armenia’s Na-
tional Academy of Sciences.

His passion and vision for Avc
has ensured that the original idea
continues to grow as the school and
students work together to develop
a system that can revolutionize the
way Armenians preserve and pro-
mote their cultural heritage.

On September 22, Avc will for-
mally launch its first full semester,
so we spoke to Zorian about AvC
and its potential for the future of
Armenian education.

A full-scale academic
institution

AGBU: Now that the first trial ses-
sion of AGBU’s Armenian Virtual
College has concluded, how would
you gauge the outcome?

YZ: The first term of AVC suc-
cessfully attracted approximately
150 e-learners through courses in
Eastern Armenian, Western Arme-
nian, and Armenian History. One
of the purposes of this term was to
evaluate the e-learning method at
the heart of the college.

At its core, the AVC is aimed to
become not merely a library of in-
dividual electronic courses, but a
full-scale academic institution, with
fully equipped virtual classrooms,
effective student-teacher commu-
nication, peer-to-peer collabora-
tion, and an authentic university
environment. The success of our
first trial term confirmed not only
the academic quality of the courses’
content but also the effectiveness
of our overall online learning meth-
odology. In fact, this term helped us
realize the extent to which the two
complement each other in order to
create the optimal learning experi-
ence for Armenian education.

AGBU: What has been the re-
sponse of the students involved in
this inaugural session?

YZ: Upon the conclusion of the
first term, every student completed
three surveys, each assessing a key
component of the AVC: the content
and methodology, the technical
quality and ease of use, and the on-
line instructors. The overwhelming
majority of students were satisfied
with their learning experience with
AvC and plan to continue taking
courses through the program in the
future. Moreover, all survey respon-
dents expressed their intent to rec-
ommend AVC to others. The major-
ity of students highly appreciated
the opportunity to interact with one
another and found this peer-to-peer
collaboration to be beneficial for
their learning experience, especially
for those participating in the Arme-
nian history courses. Students were
satisfied with the technical aspects
of the program and were impressed
by the professional level of the mul-
timedia components. Furthermore,
they appreciated the enthusiasm,
approachability, and responsive-
ness of the online instructors, who
helped create engaging classroom
environments. While the students
in each of the six language groups
— Eastern Armenian, Western Arme-
nian, Russian, English, French, and
Spanish - varied greatly in their
background and their style of on-
line interaction, they all shared an
appreciation for the mission of the
AVC and its role in the global Arme-
nian community.

Surprising
demographics

AGBU: Have there been any sur-
prises?

YZ: Throughout the first term,
we continuously adapted the col-
lege’s features and our learning
methodology in order to address
the unanticipated challenges and
surprises that arose. Even dur-
ing the earliest stage of the term
—the registration period - we were
surprised by the demographics of
the student body. The number of
learners registering for each course
far surpassed our expectations.
Moreover, we were amazed by the
span of their ages and their back-
grounds. We were quite pleased to
find that despite this wide range,
learners of all ages were eager to
communicate with one another
through the discussion forums and
peer-to-peer collaboration activi-
ties. Moreover, the variety in stu-
dents’ academic background and
prior knowledge actually enhanced
the level of classroom discussion
and allowed for a richer experience
for all. As the term progressed, we
were impressed by the number of
hours students spent on the les-
sons per week, which surpassed
our expectations. In fact, students
often viewed the multimedia les-
sons multiple times each week and
the level of online activity on the
AVC portal necessitated repeatedly
increasing our bandwidth on the
host server throughout the term.

Yervant Zorian speaks to an Armenian
audience in Istanbul about the newly
launched AGBU Armenian Virtual
College.

AGBU: How do you view AVC fit-
ting into AGBU’s larger educational
mission?

YZ: AGBU’s lifelong dedication
to Armenian education is a well-
known reality. As we all know,
throughout the past century, AGBU
has supported Armenian educa-
tional programs primarily through
traditional schools and universities
in Armenia and in the diaspora.
Through the Armenian Virtual Col-
lege, its newest teaching institute,
AGBU will further its mission to
promote education in the globally
dispersed Armenian communities,
using an entirely innovative ap-
proach. Through online education,
the Avc provides learners around
the world the opportunity to re-
ceive the same full-fledged Arme-
nian education, regardless of their
age, country of residence, or knowl-
edge level. In this sense, the avc
not only reinforces the educational
objectives of AGBU, but also widens
their reach. Though unprecedented
in its scope, the AvC neither replac-
es the traditional Armenian school
system, nor serves as an alterna-
tive to the educational institutions
AGBU has supported in the past.
On the contrary, the new virtual
learning community bridges the
gaps in the current system - both
bringing Armenian education to
those in the diaspora who do not
have access to traditional schools
and complementing the curricu-
lum of existing Armenian schools
through multimedia resources. In
fact, several day schools and Satur-
day schools, including some from
the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Argentina, and Uruguay, have al-
ready expressed interest in using
AVC courses to supplement their
current curriculum.

A college diploma

AGBU: When does the AvC team
expect course accreditations to
begin so that students can receive
credit from their local colleges and
universities for their work?

YZ: avc learners can choose to
earn credits for each course that
they complete, ultimately leading
to a diploma from the AGBU Arme-
nian Virtual College by completing
24 courses. Alternately, students
can earn a minor in a subject do-
main by completing 8 courses from
a single department.

Since the courseware has been
developed by the higher education-
al institutes in Armenia, we have
already obtained full accreditation
from the Academic Council of the
Yerevan State University for the
course developed so far.

Currently, we are actively pursuing
the next level of accreditation from
recognized educational institutions
in North America and Europe. Such
accreditation will help students
transfer course credits from AvC
to their corresponding universities
and learning institutions across the
world or obtain credit as Advanced
Placement courses in their corre-
sponding high school programs.

Alternately, Avc learners may
also choose to participate in the
program as an extension or con-
tinuing-education  course with
less rigorous requirements and no
credits. Based on the demograph-
ics of our recently completed Sum-
mer Term, we have noticed that the
number of these auditors is typi-
cally in the range of a third in each
of our AvC virtual classrooms.

The possibilities are
endless

AGBU: What is your dream for
avc? How do you see it changing in
the future?

YZ: While the success of our
first academic term is very prom-
ising, there is still much work to
be done before the AvC reaches

its full potential. In order to
reach a wider range of learners
in the global village, we will un-
doubtedly increase the number
of languages in which our cours-
es are offered. Over the past
several weeks, I have already re-
ceived requests to expand our six
currently adopted teaching lan-
guages, by adding German, Turk-
ish, and Polish, among others. By
the very nature of the college’s
design, the scope of the Avc is
unlimited, and we will continue
to widen its reach until Arme-
nian education becomes avail-
able to every Armenian across
the globe.

In addition to expanding the
community it serves, the Avc will
advance in the education it offers.
By widening the range of courses in
the AvVC curriculum, we can ensure
that our e-learners have the chance
to obtain the most comprehensive
Armenian education. We are in the
process of discussing a number of
subject domains to add to our cur-
rent curriculum.

Due to the virtual nature of the
institute, the possibilities of ad-
vancing the features available to
students are endless. We are fully
engaged in the global community
of online learning and are collabo-
rating with world-renowned online
pedagogues and technology experts.
We are willing to leverage the expe-
riences obtained by the network of
institutions in this community.

As the college thus evolves into
a thriving virtual learning commu-
nity, [ foresee that it will foster both
the cultural education and social
communication otherwise out of
the reach of most Armenians, and
in so doing, will become the pre-
mier learning institute of the global
Armenian community. En
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Chinese Herbal Healthcare

Dr. Hiana Cobeleta-Zilahi, Lic. Ac.

Acupuncture &

11 Queens Blvd,
Woodside, NY 11377

www.acufeelgood.com

Tel: 347.924.2269
E-mail: zilahi@aol.com

solving skills.

at 201-546-6166 or info@aahpo.org.

PT ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
FOR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

Looking for bright, mature, multi-lingual (Armenian/French/English)
individual who is well organized and pays attention to detail.
Must be computer savvy and have strong planning and problem

Potential for advancement to FT Administrative Assistant.

Contact the Armenian American Health Professional Organization (AAHPO)

VISIT:

WWW.ARMENIDAD-WORLDWIDE.ORG

Armenian-Diaspora Relations

OWN YOUR DREAM HOME IN ARMENIA NOW

The roses are in bloom, the blackcurrants ripe.

So are the apples and succulent grapes.

A comfortable house with a garden in the highly desirable
Aygedzor neighborhood of Yerevan is for sale. 2 br, 2% baths,
Ir, dr, kitchen, working fireplace, hardwood floors, elegant
tiles, on 2 sunny stories (160 sq m total on a 220 sq m lot)

newly upgraded. City gas. 24-hour water.

On a quiet street steps away from Baghramian Ave.,
the location is peaceful yet accessible. Contact Martha at

armenia.home@gmail.com for more information.
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ARF launches protest in Yerevan

ARF members in
Yerevan protest
the concessions
agreed to by
the Armenian
government in
the protocols
on the
establishment
of bilateral
relations with
Turkey. Photo:
Hayk Badalyan/
Photolure.

The Supreme Council of the Ar-
menian Revolutionary Federation
launched a month-long protest on
September 15 against the conces-
sions agreed to by the Armenian
government in the protocols on
the development of relations be-
tween Armenia and Turkey.

The ARF’s protest involves a ro-
tating 48-hour hunger strike in
front of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and a sit-in in front of the
government building, both in Re-
public Square. The party is also
collecting signatures for a peti-
tion against the protocols and has
stated that it will continue with
its protest until amendments are
made to the protocols. A list of
proposed amendments has been
published by the party and is be-
ing circulated.

The party is criticizing two key
points in the agreement. The
first is the point “Confirming the

mutual recognition of the existing
border between the two countries
as defined by the relevant treaties
of international law.” The party
contends that the provision is un-
necessary and forecloses the pos-
sibility of raising legitimate claims
in the future.

The second is the establishment
of an intergovernmental commis-
sion whose task will be to “imple-
ment a dialogue on the historical
dimension with the aim to restore
mutual  confidence  between
the two nations, including an
impartial scientific examination of
the historical records and archives
to define existing problems and
formulate recommendations.” The
party argues that the establish-
ment of such a commission would
cast doubt on the veracity of the
Genocide and postpone acknowl-
edgement of the Genocide by vari-
ous countries. N

U.S. Ambassador and Armenian officials visit MCA-Armenia
program sites in Kotayk and Aragatston

KARBI, Aragatsotn Province, Ar-
menia - U.S. Ambassador Ma-
rie L. Yovanovitch, Armenia’s
Deputy Prime Minister Armen
Gevorgyan, Minister of Agri-
culture Gerasim Alaverdyan,
Aragatsotn Governor Sargis Sa-
hakyan, Kotayk Governor Kova-
lenko Shahgeldyan , and other
Armenian and U.S. delegation
members on September 16 visited
the Arzni-Shamiram main canal
section rehabilitated under the
MCA-Armenia Program.

The project site represents a test
area used to determine engineer-
ing and construction best prac-
tices to be used during subsequent
main canal rehabilitation works.
More than 30 communities and
60,000 people in both provinces
are to benefit from improvements
in this canal.

The Arzni-Shamiram canal is
one of six main canals within the
Armenian main canal network
that will be rehabilitated under
the McA-Armenia Program’s Ir-

rigated Agriculture Project (1AP).
Rehabilitation and construction
works are contracted to a consor-
tium led by the French company
SADE and its Armenian subcon-
tractor SHMSH-23 of Vayots Dzor.
Rehabilitation and reconstruction
works focus on canal sections and
water-management structures
that are in poor to very poor con-
dition.

The delegation traveled to the
community of Karbi in Aragatsotn
for an informative tour of the new

agricultural technologies being uti-
lized by a farmer who underwent
water-management training. MCA-
Armenia funded the installation of
a drip irrigation system, which has
allowed the farmer to transition to
more efficient and cost-effective ir-
rigation practices.

This is only one of many dem-
onstration sites where technical
equipment funded by the Mca-Ar-
menia Program is explained to the
farmers. Visits to these sites com-
plement in-class training sessions,

providing farmers with hands-on
evidence of how the new approach-
es taught to them work in practice.
To date, over 30,000 farmers in
more than 300 communities in Ar-
menia have received training in wa-
ter-management technologies and
higher-value agriculture within the
Agriculture project of the program.
This includes around 5,000 farmers
in 60 communities of Kotayk and
Aragatsotn provinces. N

connect: www.mca.am

From Armenia, in brief

Edward Nalbandian
to take part in 64th
session of UN General
Assembly

Armenia’s Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian will be taking
part in the United Nations General
Assembly, the ministry’s press of-
fice announced. The visit will be
held September 26-29.

Yuri Merzliakov, the Russian co-
chair of the 0ScE’s Minsk Group has
said that the Armenian and Azer-
baijani foreign ministers would be

meeting in New York to discuss the
scheduled meeting of the two coun-
tries’ presidents in Kishinev, Moldo-
va, in October. The Foreign Ministry
would not confirm the report.

Senior minister of
Singapore visits
Armenia

Senior Minister of Singapore Lee
Kuan Yew was in Armenia for a
three-day visit September 17-19 on
the invitation of President Serge
Sargsian. The visit was held under
the auspices of the National Com-

petitiveness Council of Armenia.
During the visit, Lee Kuan Yew
met with the president, Catholicos
Karekin II, Prime Minister Ti-
gran Sarkisian, and with Arme-

nian businesspeople.

—M.T.
Armenian
parliamentary
inquiry justifies 2008
crackdown

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) - After an
inquiry that took more than a

year, on September 16 a special
commission of Armenia’s parlia-
ment defended the use of force on
March 1-2 against opposition pro-
testers demanding a re-run of the
February 2008 presidential elec-
tion. Clashes on those days left 10
people dead.

In a 138-page report submitted
to the National Assembly, the com-
mission, which was boycotted by
opposition politicians and was thus
dominated by pro-government
lawmakers, concluded that security
forces were right to break up mas-
sive postelection demonstrations

organized in Yerevan by failed
presidential candidate and former
president Levon Ter-Petrossian.
It said that there were only isolated
instances of excessive force used by
law-enforcement officers.

The commission also said it was
unable to shed more light on the
circumstances in which eight civil-
ians and two police personnel were
killed in fierce clashes that broke
out late on March 1, 2008. It urged
law-enforcement authorities to do
more to track down and prosecute
individuals responsible for those

deaths. N

President invites discussions, yet protocols not subject to

E! Continued from page 1

with you, then they will not ratify,”
he concluded.

On the grounds that consulta-
tions are meaningless if the proto-
cols are not subject to amendment,
the opposition Armenian National
Congress and Heritage Party de-
clined to participate in the meeting
convened by the president. The ARF
did participate, as did the Ramga-
var Party of Armenia. The Huncha-
kian Party refused to take part.

In the last several days, support-
ers of Armenia’s first president, Le-
von Ter-Petrossian, and some of
the leaders of the ARF and Heritage
Party publicly stated that the pro-
tocols were most likely forced upon
Armenia. Former Foreign Minis-
ter Vartan Oskanian said that if
they had not been forced to sign,
then he would have great difficulty
imagining any Armenian diplomat
signing such documents.

“During the course of the last few
days I have become acquainted, in
detail, with public statements ex-
pressing the most different opin-
ions,” President Sargsian said dur-
ing his opening remarks to the
leaders of over 50 political parties.
“I have heard positive, encouraging
statements. I have heard criticism,
and sometimes serious criticism;
I have also heard concerns. Of
course, I also see the risks. I, too,
have concerns,” he said.

Except for the president’s open-
ing remarks, the discussions,
which lasted almost five hours,
were closed to the media. Toward
the end, reporters were allowed to
come back in to listen to comments
being made by some of the repre-
sentatives of the political parties.

“Where are we going?” Mr. Sarg-
sian asked. “Personally, I am mov-
ing toward resolving issues. Many
people have been asking questions:
What is your minimal and maximal

plan? I don’t consider establishing
diplomatic relations with Turkey
and opening the borders a minimal
or maximal plan. I see the conclu-
sion of this process only as a way of
securing the minimal atmosphere
to ensure the possibility of begin-
ning a dialogue with the Turks.
We have a lot of issues to resolve
regarding Armenian-Turkish rela-
tions — from economic, to political
and historical.”

Following the discussion, Ar-
men Rustamian, a member of
the ARF's Supreme Council, said
that the party’s concerns regarding
the Armenian-Turkish protocols
did not dissipate. The ARF has said
repeatedly that the public negotia-
tion process and the agreements
reached are in Turkey’s favor alone
and very dangerous for Armenia.

The leader of the New Times Party,
Aram Karapetian, was present at
the discussion — even though his par-
ty is part of the Armenian National

Congress. He said, “the authorities
needed to have this discussion.”

“There are two issues that are
causing grave concern for the
majority of political parties: the
Genocide and Nagorno-Karabakh.
Serge Sargsian’s opening remarks
and his remarks at the conclusion
of the discussion were different
in their content. In the first one
it seemed that they had made
no mistakes, that there were no
changes necessary, and it was
done on their initiative. In the
second speech, he shared all the
concerns and said that there was
certainly pressure, the issues are
all interconnected, and he had
serious concerns about whether
they can sustain this,” Mr. Kara-
petian said.

The ruling Republican Party, as it
has in the past, continues to pres-
ent the protocols as a victory for
President Sargsian and Armenia’s
foreign policy.

change

On October 1, the parliamen-
tary Commission on Foreign Rela-
tions is organizing parliamentary
hearings about Armenian-Turkish
relations.

Turkish media are reporting that
the protocols will be signed on Oc-
tober 14, prior to the Turkey-Arme-
nia soccer match. If that happens,
then the Armenian authorities will
find themselves under a torrent of
new criticism, because October 13
was that the day in 1921 when So-
viet Armenia signed a document in
Kars affirming the current border
with Turkey.

After the signing of the protocols,
they are subject to ratification by
the parliaments of the two coun-
tries. Two months after they are
ratified, if they are ratified, Turkey
would be obligated to open the bor-
der with Armenia. Oz, in the eu-
phemistic phrase used in the proto-
cols, the countries will have to open
their common border. En
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COMMENTARY

From opening to Armenia to the opening of the memory

by Ayse Hur

The Turkish original of the following article ap-
peared in Taraf on September 6. We present an
English translation by Arutun Maranci with the
kind permission of the author.

While the wave of excitement for the steps
taken by the government for a “Kurdish
Opening” continues, an “Armenian Opening”
initiative has started. In my view the most
interesting headline concerning these two
protocols, neither of which is yet in force, are
the plans for the establishment of a histori-
cal commission. The commission is supposed
to investigate claims of genocide, which are
called “alleged” by the newspapers. We read in
Taraf on September 4, 2009, Taner Ak¢am’s
views concerning this subject. Answering
Yildiray Ogur’s questions, Mr. Akcam said
that it is necessary to separate normalization
of the relations from “reconciliation.”

The historical commission

In the same article, Mr. Ak¢am recalled that
for 9o years, “Turkey claimed that there were
no Kurds, and that these people were really
Turks who happened to live in the mountains.
Telling Kurds today, ‘Let’s form a commis-
sion and study the problem scientifically, and
if the commission determines that Kurds do
exist, we'll move forward from there, makes
about as much sense as saying, ‘We will ac-
cept the decision of a commission formed
for the purpose of making a decision on the
events of 1915.”

Mr. Akcam also argues that scholars al-

ready know the answer to the question.
Scholars may already “know”; nevertheless
I want to add my views about this historical
commission that has yet to be established.
In these pages in the summer of 2008, I had
presented a summary of Turkish-Armenian
relations from the 1900s through 1990. I con-
tinue here where I had left off.
From the beginning of the republic to this
day, history has been disseminated as a proj-
ect to develop national identity, and the au-
thoritarian state model was understood to be
in a natural relationship with that national
identity, constituting a logical extension of
it. The first requirement for the dissemina-
tion of history was that it be a “clean and
honorable” history. For that purpose, the
myth was created of a Turkish race that has
remained pure throughout Anatolian his-
tory — despite the wholesale assimilation of
other races. However, on this subject there
were two different periods. Before 1975-85,
before ASALA terrorism and parliamentary
genocide resolutions, the schoolbooks would
briefly mention Armenians as subjects in the
distant past, without making disparaging re-
marks.

Owning Anatolia

For example, the capture by the Seljuks of
Ani, the capital city of the Armenian Bagratid
Kingdom, and the wars between the Seljuks
and the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, which
existed in the Adana region during the 12th
to14th centuries, was sometimes presented
in belittling terms, sometimes ignored, and
sometimes treated as if there had been no
conflict. In some cases these kingdoms were
portrayed as tiny, and in others, the terri-
tory of the kingdom was made ambiguous. In
some cases, the territories were stated to be
lying outside of Anatolia, and in others, the
lands where the Armenians lived were said
to have been inhabited earlier by Oguz, Pech-
enek, and Kipchak tribes. In this way it was
implied that the Armenians had no historical
claims in Anatolia.

An interesting phenomenon that shows
the cohesive force of the Armenian taboo
among the intellectual class was the “Blue
Anatolia” movement led by Sabahattin Eyu-
boglu, Azra Erhat, and “The Fisher of Hali-
carnassus” Cevat Shakir. A new breath was
given by the movement to the slogan “Anato-
lia is ours, not because we conquered it, but
it is ours because it was ours” and thereby

Ayse Hur is a doctoral student at the Ataturk Insti-
tute at Bogazici University. In 2004 she completed
her master’s thesis at the institute, “The European
Union’s Policies of Reconciling with History and the
Armenian Question.” She is a regular contributor to
Taraf and the Turkish-Armenian Agos.

the pagan, Christian, and Muslim history of
Anatolia was offered as a continuum. Accord-
ingly, Turkish was the final stage of the 72
languages spoken earlier, and Turkishness
was a version of humanistic thought.

However, the name of Armenians was ab-
sent among these people and civilizations
that constituted us at present. (The same
tendency was shown by Yashar Kemal in
1992. In a speech about Cilicia, he discusses
the Hittite and Byzantine past of the city
of Anavarza but omits its Armenian past,
whereas Anavarza was the capital city of the
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia from 1100s to
1375 and it is impossible that Yashar Kemal
did not know this.)

What is peculiar about the
Turkish identity is that it is
able to exist only by denying
the events of 1915-17.

Esat Uras’s book

Beginning with 1980, a radical change took
place, and the subject of the Armenian Ques-
tion entered the schoolbooks. The text was
based on a 1953 book, The Armenian Question:
Nine questions, Nine Answers, by Ahmet Esat
Uras, who had participated in the Unionist
movement and had played an active role in
the 1915 deportations. The book had been of
great interest to the Foreign Ministry upon
its publication; it had been reprinted several
times and had been translated into foreign
languages. According to the book, Arme-
nians, who had merged with Turkish culture
and had lived a “happy” life in the Ottoman
period, had suddenly taken a hostile attitude
to the Turks. After offering the 1894-1896
Urfa and Sasoun and the 1909 Adana events
as examples of this enmity, the Armenian
deportations of 1915-17 were characterized
to be in defense to these events. Later, the
views of Esat Uras inspired other writers and
new books were published. Finally the “of-
ficial view” was put in history books.

An essay contest
On June 14, 2002, the Training and Educa-
tion Committee of the Ministry of National
Education decided to train teachers on how
to address these matters in the schools. The
decision was announced in the newspapers in
August 9, 2002, under the heading, “The posi-
tion of the state regarding the allegations of
an Armenian Genocide, the establishment of
a Pontus Greek State, and the Genocide of
Christian Assyrians will be given in school
books.” The implementation of the decision
was to begin in the 20022003 school year.
Later, the same committee published a
curriculum for teachers. The important point
in the curriculum was the requirement for
all the students in the country to compete
in an essay on “The Armenian Revolt and
the Activities of the Armenians during the
First World War.” The apparent purpose of
the competition was to have the students
recount the atrocities perpetrated by the
Armenians against Turks. The especially sad
part of the initiative was that Armenian stu-
dents living in Turkey were also required to
write the essay.

Acknowledging the Genocide

is a crime

Another important development in this
field came in the form of Article 305 of
the Turkish Criminal Code, passed by the
Parliament on September 26, 2004, as part
of a required framework by the European
Union. Hailed by several European Union
leaders as an important step toward Union
membership, this article specified a 10-year
prison sentence for “acting against the in-
terests of the State and thereby directly
or indirectly obtain aid from foreign indi-
viduals or foundations.” In the justification
section of this article, the examples given
for acting contrary to national interests
are, “To demand the withdrawal of Turk-
ish forces from Cyprus” and to “assert the
occurrence of the Armenian Genocide dur-
ing the First World War.” Despite pressure

from the European Union, this article is yet
to be changed.

The Blue Book

On March 1, 2005, the Republican People’s
Party (CHP) started a campaign under the
heading, “Genocide Attack.” In a letter pre-
pared to be sent to the members of the British
Parliament and House of Lords, they asked
that the book titled, The Treatment of Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire, 1915-16, pre-
pared by the British War Propaganda Bureau
based in Wellington House during the First
World War, be declared propaganda material,
and that the British acknowledge that the
information therein is without foundation
and unreliable. The letter was signed by the
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the
Head of cHP, Deniz Bayakal in the General
Committee Room of the Turkish Parliament
and was mailed to the recipients.

However, the aftermath was never learned,
because all the newspapers that had greeted
the campaign with headlines (except Zaman)
of “Avenging the go Years,” “International
Attack against the Blue Book,” and “Chal-
lenge to the Genocide,” did not feel the need
to report the response given to the letter. The
claims made in the letter were discussed in
the Human Rights Group of the British Par-
liament and were answered in a letter signed
by 32 members of Parliament. The response
begins with the statement, “The central the-
sis of the Blue Book was the argument that
starting in 1915 Armenians were subjected to
a policy of mass annihilation in the Ottoman
Empire,” and after explaining why the Blue
Book was a reliable document, it invites the
Turkish members of parliament to a round
table discussion with academic consultants,
and expresses the hope that from this exer-
cise a joint declaration on the historical facts
could result. In the light of this response, it
finishes by calling the withdrawal of the let-
ter sent to the British Parliament. Of course,
our representatives who were sure of their
thesis saw no need to accept the invitation to
around table.

The Ministry of National
Education in 2002 required
all the students in Turkey to
write an essay on atrocities
allegedly perpetrated by
Armenians against Turks in
World War L.

The myth of backstabbing

A conference organized by a group of schol-
ars for May 25, 2006, titled, “Ottoman Ar-
menians during the Collapse of the Empire:
Scientific Responsibility and Questions of
Democracy,” was canceled when the Min-
ister of Justice, Cemil Cicek, characterized
the organizers as having “stabbed us in the
back.” With this, the insincerity of the calls
to “leave the subject to the historians” was
demonstrated.

There is a resemblance between the blam-
ing of the intellectuals by the minister and
the blaming of a handful of Marxists and
Jewish politicians for the defeat of Germa-
ny in the First World War. In the period fol-
lowing the 1919 Versailles Treaty, they were
called “internal enemies” and the “myth of
backstabbing” (Dochstosslegende) was cre-
ated. Actually, in the official Turkish his-
tory this term was frequently used as “the
Arabs stabbed us in the back” to character-
ize Arab nationalists which had joined the
British during the First World War in their
struggle for independence; however, the
way it was used by the minister of justice
was so filled with hatred as to cause shiv-
ers in many. Later, similar expressions were
frequently used to describe those saying,
“Turkey needs to face history”; those want-
ing to promote relations with the European
Union; and those asking for compliance
with international standards. Especially,
the “debating of allegations of Armenian
Genocide” by intellectuals, without cit-
ing the examples of crimes committed by
France in Algeria, by the United States in

Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq, and by Ita-
ly in Africa, was sufficient reason for them
to be labeled “enemies of the homeland and
the nation.”

Armenians, the “absolute
other” of the Turks

What do all these things mean? We know
that the processes of “remembering” and
“forgetting” play an important role in the
formation of a national identity. What is pe-
culiar about the Turkish identity is that it is
able to exist only by denying the events of
1915-17. It is known that the Ottoman Em-
pire, spreading over three continents, had in
its last 150 years entered a period of decline.
Unending wars, defeats, and large number of
human losses had created serious concerns
about the future of the empire.

During this period when every initiative
ended with failure, the leading elite was in-
clined to blame the imperialist powers and
the “minorities” that collaborated with them.
During those years, the governing class of
the empire believed that they were being
pushed out from the historical narrative be-
ing developed by the West and becoming no-
bodies, and that they were facing the total
destruction of the empire. Only by thinking
that this condition had come about princi-
pally because of the treachery of the nations
they were lording helped them find a mea-
sure of consolation.

The example of the Emerald
Phoenix

The perpetrators, who during the National
Struggle period felt themselves freed from
the pressure of international public opin-
ion, proceeded to finish their unfinished
business. Kemalist Turkish nationalists al-
lied with Kurds, who were considered to be
“less other” because of their shared Islamic
religion, expelled the remainder of the “real
other,” the Christian Armenians and Greeks,
to the remotest places in Anatolia, and then
started dealing with the Kurds. The ex-
tremely bloody nature of this action helped
to provide a good opportunity to erase from
communal memory what was done to the
Armenians. (What was done to the Greeks
had almost acquired legitimacy because of
the errors committed by Greece.) During
this period, not only the Kemalist elites who
were organizationally or ideologically related
to the Unionists but also all those who had
looted the properties of deported Armenians,
had adopted or become foster parents to Ar-
menian children, local prominent or com-
mon people who had added Armenian girls
to their harems, the commercial bourgeoisie
whose capital was formed from confiscated
Armenian wealth, the craftspeople for whom
a market was created in the fields emptied of
Armenians needed to wipe clean their mem-
ory. As a result a consensus arose among dif-
ferent segments of the society: first to forget
what was done to the Armenians and then
actually to forget them.

The leaders of the new republican order,
to create a Turkish identity, attempted to
differentiate themselves from their Ot-
toman past, which represented the “old,”
the “superstitious,” and the “East,” and by
characterizing the old Ottoman subjects
as “cosmopolitan,” “mixed,” and “murky,”
launched an initiative to free itself from
the Ottoman identity, to bring about a
“citizenry” that is “ethnically pure” and in
its worldview “secular.” During this nation-
building period, Armenian identity became
a perfect “other” for the nationalists as well
as for the left, for the religious and the
secular, for the intellectual and the ordi-
nary people, for being a “barbarian” and
“terrorist” people, fanatically religious non-
Moslems, and for being a diaspora group
rooted in the international arena.

“Internal enemy” more
dangerous than the external

enemy

During this period of “otherness,” the at-
tribution of the slogan “internal enemy” to
Armenians naturally required an “external
enemy.” However, in the mind of Turkish
nationalism, the entity defined as “internal

Continued on page 22 £
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The many faces
of Turkish
diplomacy.
Illustration: Nareh Balian

for the Armenian Reporter.
© 2009. All Rights Reserved.

The Turkish government this week once again showed that it has no intention of ending
Turkey’s 16-year-old blockade of Armenia and establishing diplomatic relations with its
eastern neighbor.

And if it doesn’t mean to go through with the agreements it has initialed and has commit-
ted itself to signing in mid-October, then the whole process is a farce. It is a farce intended to
extract concessions from Armenia, while demonstrating to the West a nonexistent commit-
ment to good-neighborly sentiments.

What happened this week is simple. Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu assured
the leaders of opposition parties in his country, “We won’t take a step which will sadden our
Azerbaijani brothers.” He added, “They are being informed of the entire process imminently
and it will go on as before.”

The promise remains: The entire process “will go on as before.”

In Istanbul on April 6, President Barack Obama said talks between Armenia and Turkey
could “bear fruit very quickly very soon.” In response, Turkey’s President Abdullah Giil said
a breakthrough was not imminent, noting that “issues between Armenia and Azerbaijan”

Will the real Turkey please stand up?

must first be resolved.

On April 19 Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan reiterated that point. He said, “A deci-
sion to open the border gate with Armenia will depend on the Nagorno-Karabakh issue be-
ing solved. If the Armenian occupation of Azeri territory continues, Turkey will not open its
border gate.” He repeated the promise more than once after that.

So what are we to believe? The officials, who say they won’t open the border, or the proto-
cols initialed by the same officials, which say that Turkey will open the border? The protocols
will not come into effect without parliamentary ratification, so the statements and the
protocols can be reconciled in one way: if ratification is withheld because Armenia won’t
capitulate in Karabakh.

Turkey seeks to get Armenia’s National Assembly unilaterally to ratify an agreement in
which Armenia agrees to concessions, while Turkey itself has no intention of ratifying the
agreement or opening the illegally closed border.

The international community should not be credulous enough to take the signature of
Turkish officials at face value. En3

From opening to Armenia to the opening of the memory

E: Continued from page 21 narrative imposed on them by the state.

During this period the state became an

Fear of the return of
confiscated property

As a matter of fact we could have continued
this unhealthy spiritual condition, except for

enemy” was seen as an insidious element
that ate away at the social structure, and
compared to the relatively visible “external
enemy,” it was much more dangerous. Es-
pecially if this enemy had resulted from a
great many elements who were the “other”
of the Muslim-Turkish identity. Conse-
quently, the struggle against Armenians
continued without a break. The success
of the project to neutralize Armenians as
“the other” from the community and world
opinion depended on the close cooperation
of the state and society. This cooperation
was guaranteed in large measure by tyran-
nical policies.

At the end, people came to believe that
it was their duty to accept the historical

instrument for shaping ideology and also
its guarantor. To make its guarantor role
quickly acceptable, it was necessary for
the state to underscore the dangers “fac-
ing society.” In this respect, theories of
plots against the state like “the resuscita-
tion of Sévres,” “the establishment of Pon-
tus,” “the revival of Byzantium in the Fen-
er district,” and “land purchase of Israel in
the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP)
area” were put forward. At the same time
the idea was put forth that the Armenian
diaspora with its 3R strategy (Recognition
of genocide, Restitution of property and
land, and finally Reconciliation) would
revive the plans of imperialist powers to
divide Turkey.

An attempt was made to persuade people that

“a people who go years ago were able to break
up a huge empire, given the present-day rela-
tions between nations, could certainly break
up Turkey, which was small” However, the
real worry was not the breakup of the coun-
try, or Turks being labeled “genocidal.” It
was the fear of demands for the return of
or compensation for the confiscated wealth
of the deported Armenians. Clues that this
was the reason are shown by the strict pro-
hibition placed on access to the records of
property deeds from the Ottoman era and
by the criticism and obstructionism shown
during the enactment of the February 2008
Law of Foundations.

the persistence of the Armenians and because

the 20th century has become an era of apolo-
gizing by individuals and states, commercial

enterprises, and religious organizations for
political, economic, cultural, and social faults.
In our days facing history has become almost

a “moral norm.” There are some exceptions

and questionable cases; however, this ap-
proach, which can be summarized as “societ-
ies that do not face their history do not have

the right to be a member of the international

community,” may help close the schizophren-
ic split created in the Turkish society by 1915.
In this respect “opening to Armenia” appears

to be very important. Provided the opening

is in accord with universal norms of jurispru-
dence and ethics.
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Commentary

Taner Ak¢am: The decision will be made by

politicians, not historians

by Taner Akcam

In an interview with Turkey’s “Taraf” daily,
Professor Taner Akcam discusses the agree-
ment initialed by Armenia and Turkey on
the normalization of bilateral relations. He
rejects the notion that a commission could
determine whether the events of 1915 consti-
tuted genocide — a matter that is settled.

The daily Taraf, dubbed by Spiegel as “Tur-
key’s most courageous newspaper,” on Sep-
tember 4 published an interview with Taner
Akg¢am, who holds the chair in Armenian
Genocide Studies at Clark University. Profes-
sor Ak¢am, author of A Shameful Act: The Ar-
menian Genocide and the Question of Turkish
Responsibility, spoke to Yildiray Ogur about
the protocols on the establishment of rela-
tions between Armenia and Turkey, which
were unveiled on August 31. The following
translation, by Fatima Sakarya, is pub-
lished by the Armenian Reporter with Profes-
sor Ak¢am’s permission.

Normalization vs.
reconciliation

Taraf: How do you define the issue between
Turkey and Armenia?

Taner Akcam: There are two separate
problems between Turkey and Armenia. You
could define the first as the normalization of
relations and the second as the problem of
reconciliation as a result of what occurred in
history. These two problems should be dealt
with entirely separately, and normalization
of relations should be achieved immediately,
without any precondition. There are some
steps being taken right now in this direction,
and this should be strongly encouraged.

The establishment of diplomatic relations
should follow the opening of the borders.
Azerbaijan should be made to understand
that its objections are unjustified and that
the normalization of relations between Tur-
key and Armenia is in its own interest also.

Whenever the discussion turned to the
problems related to history, the late Hrant
Dink would say, “The real problem is the nor-
malization of relations and the opening of
borders. Without that, you can’t solve any
problem.”

The steps taken toward the normaliza-
tion of relations won’t solve the problems
associated with history, but they prepare the
groundwork for doing so. The establishment
of peace is another issue altogether and
should be taken up on its own.

An absurd question

Taraf: The establishment of a joint commis-
sion on research of the genocide claims is
on the agenda. Through the efforts of cer-
tain civic organizations on this subject, some
conferences were organized in Switzerland.
What are your thoughts and recommenda-
tions regarding this commission and what it
can achieve?

TA: If there is a problem between the two
sides, and they want to find a resolution, of
course the formation of a commission is ap-
propriate. What is important is that they
understand why the commission is being
formed and for what purpose.

I don’t believe that either Armenia or inter-
national circles will accept the formation of a
commission based upon the recommenda-
tion of the Turkish government to “research
the claims of genocide.” It will be impossible
to establish a commission for the purpose of
coming to a conclusion on the question of,

“Were the events of 1915 a genocide?” I think
we need to put that idea completely out of
our heads.

This idea is based on some false presump-
tions. First of all is a presumption that oper-
ates from an idea that there is an unknown
out there, and that if historians were to get
together and publish what they knew, this
unknown would disappear. In fact, this is not
the case, either for the Armenians or for the
international academic world.

What we have before us is Turkey’s policy
of denial.

The subject bears a close resemblance
to the Kurdish issue. For go years, Turkey
claimed that there were no Kurds, and that

Taner Ak¢am.

these people were really Turks who happened
to live in the mountains. Telling Kurds to-
day, “Let’s form a commission and study the
problem scientifically, and if the commission
determines that Kurds do exist, we’ll move
forward from there,” makes about as much
sense as saying, “We will accept the decision
of a commission formed for the purpose of
making a decision on the events of 1915.”

Any commission would lack
authority

Secondly, this belief rests on a false presump-
tion that if the commission were formed and
a conclusion were reached, everyone would
agree and accept that conclusion. Neither Ar-
menians nor the interested academic world
expects or needs this.

Also, if a commission were formed with
“the authority to make a decision regarding
what happened in 1915,” it would be disband-
ed the moment it was formed. Historians do
not possess final authority to make defini-
tive pronouncements on history.

One could claim that what we have is more
of a legal issue than a historical one. Here’s
the question: Legally, can a definition that
was created in 1948 be used to define an
event from 1915? The separate sides could
approach an [international] judicial institu-
tion and request a legal conclusion. An action
like this has absolutely nothing to do with
the idea of a historians’ commission.

If the judicial institution were approached
and it did not immediately dismiss the ap-
plication for lack of jurisdiction, it is obvi-
ous what its conclusion would be. In accor-
dance with accepted legal principle that a
law cannot be retroactively applied, even if
the events of 1915 were determined to fit the
definition of genocide in the 1948 UN Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide, it could not be ap-
plied retroactively.

Retroactive application of
international law

In fact, the Turkish Armenian Reconcilia-
tion Commission, which was formed in 2001,
made just such an application to an organiza-
tion named the 1cTJ (International Center
for Transitional Justice) in 2003, and asked
for the issuance of its opinion. The ICTJ is-
sued an opinion that the events of 1915 fit
within the definition of genocide given in
the 1948 UN Convention; however, the defi-
nition [legal judgment] could not [legally] be
applied retroactively.

Still, even if we are to accept this legal prin-
ciple, in no way does this provide a balm to
heal our wounds, because this isn’t the real
problem. For example, the principle of non-
retroactive application for past crimes could
be used in the Jewish Holocaust. The 1948
Convention was issued after the Jews were
annihilated in Europe. And what is generally
notknown is that in none of the prosecutions
that followed, including the Nuremberg tri-
als, did a single Nazi ever get convicted of the
crime of genocide. Now, in the face of these

legal arguments, are we going to state that
the Jews were not targeted for genocide?

The conclusion is obvious. There is no issue
regarding the decision-making, and the no-
tion of historians coming to conclusions on
what happened in history is nonsense. Un-
less that person is an official with the state
government, you will never find a historian
who will state, “I'm going to tell you what
happened in 1915, and you’re just going to
have to accept that.”

Opening state archives

Taraf: There’s talk about opening up the ar-
chives. Are there archives in Turkey that are
closed and which, if opened, would provide
enlightening information about history? Are
there closed archives in Armenia? What is
your opinion about Turkey’s position regard-
ing the archives?

TA: On this subject, there are two im-
portant archives in Turkey. One is the Ot-
toman Archive in Istanbul and the other is
the General Staff Archive [in Ankara]. The
Ottoman Archive is open to researchers. We
know what records have been presented to
researchers there.

In other words, you don’t need to form
a commission to gain access to the existing
records in the Ottoman Archive. If there are
records that have been held back, they can
be made available without resorting to the
formation of a commission.

If someone says those records won’t be re-
vealed unless a commission is formed, then
yes, a commission could be formed for this
special purpose. You could call it the Com-
mission to Publish the Hitherto Secret Re-
cords.

The General Staff archive (ATASE for short)
is truly closed. There isn’t even an applica-
tion form to request research there. That
source should be opened to researchers. If
the ATASE has records that do not appear in
the eight-volume work that they published,
[those records] can be published without re-
sorting to the formation of a commission, or
a commission could be formed for the orga-
nization of those documents.

There are no archives on this subject mat-
ter in Armenia because the state of Armenia
was formed in 1918, and for that reason there
is nothing about the events of 1915 in the
Armenian State archives.

Private archives

The Dashnak Party archives in Boston are
closed to researchers. There was an an-
nouncement, however, in 2009, that a digital
transcription of the records is being worked
on with great haste, and that the records will
be opened once that is completed. It would
be a great service if this archive were opened.
It is not simply that keeping them closed is
wrong; it is because [opening the archive]
will confirm to everyone that it does not con-
tain information that will change any of our
[general] knowledge about what occurred.

Another archive that is closed belongs to
the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem. An im-
portant source of the records of military tri-
bunal prosecutions of members of the Union
and Progress Party for the events of 1915 that
took place in Istanbul between 1919 and 1921
are found there. The archives are closed to
researchers, but Vahakn Dadrian possesses
copies of a large number of those records,
and much of his research has been also sup-
ported by those records. It would be a great
service if this archive were also opened to
researchers.

Of course, it goes without saying that if
there are records that have not been revealed
in these archives, records that have not
been presented to researchers, they should
be made accessible immediately; there is
much to be gained from their availability to
researchers. There could be ad hoc commis-
sions formed for the purpose of getting these
records published, or for example, on specific
subjects, like population figures, but these
efforts should not be conditioned on the rec-
onciliation of both societies or the resolution
of the problems arising from their history.

I should add that none of these archives
holds information that will change what we
already know about 1915. It is wrong to think
that a heretofore unknown record exists

within these archives which will unlock the
question of whether or not a genocide took
place. Besides, during the 1919 prosecutions
it was revealed that documents that would
have provided clear and definite evidence
were destroyed. Nevertheless, the documents
that remain are sufficient for us to come to a
conclusion about what happened.

An open-ended process

We should mention the archives of other
countries like Germany, America, and Aus-
tria. As someone who is for the most part
familiar with what is contained in those ar-
chives, I can say without hesitation that all of
the information in these archives supports
a common theme. Besides, the academic
world has for the most part formed its opin-
ion about 1915 based upon the information
that was brought to light from those records.
That is, that the Union and Progress Party
intended to destroy the Armenians, and that
it put forth policies that would ensure this
would occur.

In summary, of course, we can draw details
from these archives that will fill out this gen-
eral framework. But this kind of information
isn’t just lying there in archival records; it
resides in private places that have not yet
seen the light of day: in unpublished memo-
ries and other like sources. As new material
is discovered and new analysis is presented,
the research and debates around 1915 will
continue as an open-ended process. This
process, however, has nothing to do with
the process of reconciliation between Turks
and Armenians. If I say that studies about
the Holocaust are the most developed of all
genocide studies, I think it is understood
what [ am trying to say.

Taraf: If the job of examining the archives
is given to a future commission or commis-
sions, isn’t there a danger that finding a so-
lution to the problem gets postponed even
further, to a time after this examination?

TA: This is in fact a very possible risk. The
now go-year-long Turkish policy of denial
is in reality, a strategy of buying time. This
strategy is what is behind pouring millions
of dollars into Washington lobbyists. Every
time the question is on the agenda, what’s
been said is, “Let’s get past this headache
one more time. We'll pay any price now and
think about it later.” If Turkey tries to link
the resolution of the problem to research
conclusions of the commission or commis-
sions to be formed, then it falls right into
this “buying time” playbook.

Overcoming a le%acy of lies

The resolution of the problem has nothing to
do with any archival research or conclusions
that will be drawn by a commission.

Taraf: Couldn’t different commissions be
formed on the subject?

TA: You need to clarify what it is that you
need to achieve. The enlightenment of Turk-
ish society is a priority; to help people who
have been spoon-fed lies for over go years
learn the truth. Society’s lack of information
and the need to address that is a priority. In
order to do that, you need candid and free
discourse on the subject. I have my doubts
that this can be achieved without rescind-
ing Article 301 of the Turkish Criminal Code.
There are intellectuals among us who are still
being prosecuted and punished for using
the word “genocide.” Before you start form-
ing commissions, you need to remove the
obstacles that prevent an honest and open
discourse.

Of course you can form commissions.
Those commissions could be bestowed with
the duty of creating the kind of atmosphere
that will lay the groundwork for a positive
reception, by each country’s public opinion,
to a resolution. The most fundamental prob-
lem is the creation of trust. The commis-
sions should really be formed not to come
to a conclusion about history but to create
trust between the two countries. Starting
with the parliaments of each respective
country, commissions that would oversee
various organizations should be formed on
the civil society level, and these commis-
sions should endeavor to promote mutual
understanding and growing trust between
these societies. En
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Congratulations fo AGBU 2009
Graduates & Heritage Scholars

Whet is an AGBU Herftage Scholar?

Established in 2009, the ACBU Herfloge Scheolar Grant is ewerded fo
collegedbound high school seniors gradueting from AGBU High
schools. Eligible condideties are nominated by the principal and faculty
members of their school, Awerdees ore seledied based on their display
of academic exeellence, school spirtt, and community servics, with
particuler ettention fo thelr contribuiion to the Armenicn communtly. This
year's five reciplents wers from the Southfield, Pasadena, end Canega
Park high schoels.
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Angela Sarafyan stars in
It’s a Beautiful Life

See page 12





